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Tour attention is respectfully called to the communistic activities 
of The Highlander Folk School of Eonteagle Tend. In a letter of March 6,IS? C 
vyou instructed the writer that since ^here is no Federal statute in regard ' 
v to such activities that the Bureau was unable to investigate. This is very f 
unfortunate indeed. This school is a fcot-bed of communism and anarchy.. This 
' is proven' by the part taken by it6 members in the strikes at Harrimaa Tenn. 

: aley Tenn. and at the present at Rockwood Tenn. It is the opinion of the 
writer that this school should be investigated. If it were possible an 
agent of the Dept. should be sent there as a student. He would find that 
a statute was being violated-possibly TREASOK. 

The writer has no axe to grind, and is asking for nothing. He does 
not know a single member of the faculty nor the name of a etudent in this 
Highlander Folk School. But he knows enough abbut this institution to know 
that there is something radically wrong. Also he is a great admirer of Tfc* 
Director of The Federal Bureau of Investigation. He is proud of the records 
of The Dept. of Justice since J.Eggar Hoover became its head. He approves . •. 
of the action Of The President in not permitting politicians to remove Mr. 
vnover as the Director. While Mr.HcKellar is an -admired friend/ the writer 
is apposed to hie attitude in regard to cutting the apprfcoJ>tiations for 
.his Dept. Therefore this letter is written in the spirit of a loyal 
citizen and an ex-soldier. The natives here are a 
rcloved East Tenn. is being "Honey-combed" wit 
the Hichlander Folk School is the hot-bed. 
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Copy of speech delivered by JAMES 
'■(UCKIBROffSKI , Chairman, Highland Folk # - ' -Jj' • «• 

School at Hillsboro Presbyterian Church,* I ~ " 

November 19, 1.939 and at the Chapel, • 

Doctor's Building, Nashville, Tennessee, - 
November 20, 1939, furnished Memphis 
Office. Additional names listed therein 
of persons connected with Highland Folk 
School, on whom N.T. cards submitted. 
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REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent 

Memphis, Tennessee, dated 11-13-39 < 
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AT NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE \ ' m 

\ V ^ 

’ 1 As noted by reference report, the Highland Folk tu 

School is alleged to be coranunfatic and the names of all ^ ££ 
persons mentioned in a series of newspaper articles appear- o 
ing, in the Nashville, Tennessee "Tennessean” newspaper as SS Vr 
having some connection with the school have been submitted O ~S >. 
to the Bureau on Nationalistic Tendency cards. g OiC 

riT- 

On Janu ary 19, 1940 § TZ 

who manifested a keen dislike for personsO ^ 

engaged in subversive^ activities, stated that’ some one had 2» &S 6 
furnished him a mimeographed copy embodying a summary of a uj UJ 

discussion by JA1.ES DOlSRCfiTSKI, Chairaan, Highland Folk-- jHQJg 

^Tgflk c hool, delivered ^t.the Hillsboro Presbyterian Church on «C DC Q 
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M/w v„ -I n ,qog and in the Chapel, Doctor's Building, 
NashSne, 9 November 20, 1939, *iich mimeographed copy he 
furnished to Agent. The names of persons mentioned ^ 
address have been checked, end it ts ^^ ^t th eJoLlCT - 
w persons sere mentioned on shorn nationalistic Tendency 
cards have not b^en previously prepared: 




both of whom are mentioned as officers of the Alumni Asso- 
ciation of the Highland Folk School and who are mentioned 
lemons in possession of the Thanksgiving weekend reports 
covering" the activities of the alumni i^were preset at 

the Homecoming at the h Hi f&^ ^cCmittee * of the Highland 
listed as composing the Advisory Conmittee oune ^ u 

Folk School, namely: / . 

DR. REUfflOID NIEBUHR, Chairman, . .. ‘ 

Union Theological Seminary; 

DR. ARTHUR’ SWIFT; 

MISS MARI^VAN^ ELEECK, Director of Industrial Studies 
Bussell Sage Foundation} 

DR. GEORGE S .^COUNTS of the Teachers College and 
President of the American Federation of Teachers; 

ROGER BALDWIN, Director, 

American Civil Liberties Union; 

DR. SHERWOOD EDDT; 

MR. FRANzSlANIEL, Amalgamated Clothing Workers of 
America; j 

The Reverend WILLIAM &0FF0RD, Director, Church 
T na cm A of Industrial democracy. 
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Additional copie. oftteljetlonaljAt^^ 

^^^^^^B^SyjsSrTfor ita information* 

Nationalistic Tendency cards on all persons listed 
above are being subndtted to the Bureau. 

ENCLOSURES I TO THE BUREAU 

Mimeographed copy of a summary of a speech by 
JAMES DOMBRSrSli«ri «t Nashville, Iennee.ee November 

19 and 20, 1939 . 

TO THE LOUISVILLE FIELD DIVISION 
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The Fhilosophy and Program of the Highlander Folk School. 

P Bummary of a discussion by Jemes Dombrowski, Chairman, 
■“ighlander Folk School, at the Hillsboro r resbyterian 
Church, November 19th, and in the "'hepel, Doctor* 5 Build- 
ing, Nashville, Tennessee, November 2"'th, 1939* 

^art 1, I, One important motivation of th© majority of those who 

Philosophy have been responsible for the Highlander Folk School has 
been the attempt to relate religious idealism to the 
social problems of to-day, particularly to relate th© 
social aspirations of religion and of the labor movement. 

2» This concern for social justice stands at the heart of 
the prophetic Hebrew Christian religion as set forth by 
such men as Bishop Grundwig, the spiritual father of the 
Danish Polk Schools, Walter Rauschenbusch, Harry F. Ward, 
^einhold Niebuhr, and Bishop Francis J, VcConnell* 

3* The Social Gospel is the term used to designate the 
type of religious thought expounded by these thinkers* 

They empbrsize the importance of the social factor In the 
development of character. The salvation of the individual, 
Recording to this school of theology, Is impossible apart 
from the salvation of the whole of roc iety. 



Part IT. 

The Problem 
for 

Christian 

Sociology 



fr. * definition of religion unlve^srllv acceptable would 
be most difficult to formulate, seid Dr. John Benton in 
his recent inaugural address as Dean of the Q chool of Re- 
ligion of Vanderbilt University. Put it is agreed gener- 
ally that religion is present whenever we confront the 
brute facts of reality with an ideal, or as he put it, 
whenever we are aware of the tens ion between what is and 
what ourht to be. 



5. The *as ls" -Southern workers (that includes most of us"' 
number thirteen million, on farms, 1?% in factories, 

with an income averaging a half of that of the rest of the 
nation. Tith a fourth of the population, the south has 
two-thirds of the tenants. A tenant earns $7 3 a year par 
person, a sharecropper from $3fi to $73 per person, Jn 1935 
50^ of all the women in industry in Tennessee made less 
than $12 a week. A survey of the families removed to make 
way for the Norris dam area showed an average annual cash 
income per family of $50* There are five million forgotten 
people in the southern mount: ins. 1 iving standards are 
commensurate with that income. The average annual expendi- 
ture per family for meat and veeet Vies is $231* in the 
south it is less that $150, and in Mississippi it is $73* 
One out of five houses in the rural south v as no toilet of 
any kind. The average annual expenditure for the education 
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of a southern child is only one-hflf of the average for 
the nation; for a Negro child it is only one-ninth. Be- 
cause of the poll tax political democracy is denied to 
two-thirds of the population. Economic democracy (coll- 
ective bargaining) is restricted even more stringently. 

6. The world that " ought to be" -These conditions must be 
examined in the light of government research as to poten- 
tial living standards if^all the idle capital, plants and 
man-power were put to work. Conservative estimates place 
the potential income at $ 4 t 500 for every family in the 
United States. ~'fe may now be sure of one disturbing fact- 
poverty is now entirely voluntary . This fact should haunt 
every Christian concerned with establishing a just society, 
every citizen interested in a rational society, and all of 
us seeking to safeguard democracy. Democracy means free- 
dom , and we are not free until we liberate all of the 
potential material and spiritual resources of our nation. 







~art ttj # 
lv ha t can 
labor 
^ontr ibute 



7« The labor movement , with its labor press, nine million ! 
members of unions, and co-operatives, end affiliated bodies j 
is the backbone of the progressive movement seeking to • 

change the present order and to establish a more just and 
ethical society. Organized labor brings Immediate practi- 1 
cr 1 gains to those who need it most. These benefits may be I 
summarized: f 

q. By raising wages and living strndr-ds. j 

b. Initiating and enforcing social legislation. i 

c. Giving dignity to workers; no longer regarded as mere j 

"hands*. i 

d. Makes democracy work in the economic field through } 

collective bargaining. ' 

e. Bringing educational and cultural services to workers. r 

f. Giving concrete expression to the religious ideals of \ 

service and brotherhood which otherwise find but little ' 
practical outlet in the hurly-burly competitive world. j 



Thus for rational as well as ethical reasons religion needs 5 
labor. And a vital concern by religion for the interests of * 
labor would be the best safeguard against a complacent, com- 
fortable middle class dissipating its ethical interests in | 
mere generalities. We need to apply the Social Creed to the * 
Churches. 
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"art TV. 

The Trogram 
of ffFS. 



(b'' Vrogri-m - Two resident terms a ve«~-r . each lasting six 
weeks . In the past these he ve co-e in the summer and 
winter. In 194° the resident terms will be held in the 
Spring and Fall. This will le. ve the summer free for 
week-end institutes for local and international unions. 

The students are carefully selected by the educational 
committees of their unions or co-operatives. There are 
no formal educational requirements other than the ability 
to read and write and a desire to serve the labor move- 
ment. One or two college students are accepted each term 
but such students must plan to work full time in the labor 
movement or in social work. In the '.Vinter Term of 1939 
2? students came from ten southern states, from San .Antonio 
to Richmond and represented 9 international unions. 

The courses are grouped in two categories: first, the prac- 
tical "tool" courses in the work of the union, c.g. public 
speaking, and parliamentary law, tr-de union problems, jour- 
nalism, mimeographing, poster making; and secondly, the 
background and cultural courses such as dramatics, economics, 
folk dune ins' and group singing, history and recreational pro- 
grams . 

The methods ore a combination of lectures, discussion and 
work-sho". The material as fer *s possible is based on 
the experience of tho students, ''lasses ere informal. Tn 
the work-shop class students experiment with visual mater- 
ials, reducing materials from their closes and experience 
to graphic form in charts, posters, etc. Rambles of this 
material will be seen in the various publications of the 
class in English and Journalism, (see the publication list 
of HFS>. There is an attempt to relate the .mater i_l from 
the various classes, for example, the dramatics group v/rote 
published and produced five plays this summer. The dramatic 
material w. s drawn from the students' experience and from 
their discussions in union problems, economics and work-shop 
classes . 

Special lecturers augment tho rogular teaching staff during 
a resident term. About twenty-five or thirty prominent pro- 
gressive loaders of the south drawn from labor, governmental 



/♦ Pesldent Program - 

( o) ^u r-»ose - To provide a cultural and educational center 
for the training of a native leadership for the southern 
labor movement. 
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and civic groups discuss various aspects of community and 
lr,bor problems. These discussions with many of the south's 
loading progressive figures is in itself a liberal educa- 
tion. A complete list of the visiting lecturers during 
the Summer Term of 1939 was published in the Pall numbor 
of the Highlander Fling . 

B. Community Program * 

(O p urt>ose - To preserve and enrich the indigenous cul- 
tural traditions of the southern mountains? through de- 
mocratic end co-operative procedure to seek actively the 
solution of basic community problems. 

( The program - is of an informal nature following the 
procedures of settlement houses nd of the Danish Polk 
Schools. The activities arc suggested by the community, 
limited only by the interests of the- group and the skills 
of the stc ff . These activities for the most part consist 
of cultural and recreational groups, o*g., piano lessons, 
voice culture, group singing, dramatics, marionette and 
puppet making , library servie, hikes and athletics, commu- 
nity nowsp^per, folk dancing* discussion groups, co-opera- 
tive projects, nursery school. Not all of th^so interost 
groups are maintained simultaneously, but Vary according 
to the resources of the stiff. 

The no- op era t ivo ideal is stressed as the best instrument 
through which to develop community consciousness* self- 
reliance, training in democratic methods, and through which 
the resources of the community ®r y be made to yield the 
best returns. The nursery school, for example, is a co- 
operctivc community project. Eighteen children are enrolled* 
Parents have contributed through their own initiative and 
solicitation smell sums for the fuel supplies, although all 
are on relief; young men mr.de the benches ^nd equipment; 
young girls helped with supervision until HTA aid was secured* 

A community discussion group has been meeting continuously 
for over r year. The problems grew cut cf the experience 
of the g r ou~, In discussing their own situation they grad- 
ually get some under stand ing rnd insights into the larger 
problems of the nation. After an extend d study of the 
philosophy and methods of the co-operrtivc movement, the 
group is now attempting to raise soma working capital for 
a co-operative. Pumago sales of old clothes are held or+co 
c month. The last sale was attended by 5^ families from 
the valley, the surrounding coves and the mountain. In this 
way clothes are distributed to the needy r.t slight cost, and 
gradually the basis for u co-operative is being established. 
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This discussion group is experimenting with book-making. 

Simple pamphlets have been me de f“Otn materials furnished 
by the gmoup, newspaper clippings, cartoons, etc., which 
are mounted in pamphlet form and circulated among the 
membership. The subjects covar Surplus Commodities, 

■SociO Security Laws, Wage and Hour Act, the ^oll Tax, etc. 

C, Extension Program - 

(a) ?urpose -To assist la' or groups within the area served 
by the school to develop cultural and educational programs- 

(b) Frogrum -The services to unions ore of a varied nature, 
consisting of occasional lectures, to a six weeks 1 insti- 
tute. Library services are extended to neighboring indi- 
viduals and groups. Help is given with recreational pro- 
grams; muter i^ls are furnished for dramatic programs and 
discussion groups. 

The School plant is used by local and international unions 
for week-end institutes, especially during the summer months. 

An effort is made to maintain a permanent relationship with 
our alumni and to assist them to develop within their groups 
educational and cultural programs. At the Homecoming at 
Highlander at Thanksgiving week-end reports were made of the 
activities of the alumni present. (These reports are In the 
process of being mimeographed and may be h~.d from the offi- 
cers of the Alumni Association, Hr. 'Vthcw lynch, ltl?i Church j i/i^/ 
Street, Nashville, and Mrs. Christine Benson, Gilbertsville, I 
Kv. , c 'o T. V. A.) 1 

r art V, loc. t Ion -Highlander is located in the community of Summer- 

O rgnnization field, two miles from Monteagle on the Trrcy City highway, 
an d Personnel It is 5^ miles from Chatt' noora, 90 from Nashville, in Grundy 
r ountv on the Cumberland Flcteau. 

Prop^rty -The original grant of property on which Highlander ! 
w .s located wr. s made by Dr* Lillicn S. Johnson, of Memphis, — 

Tenn. Dr Johnson built the 1 .r£e house in 1919 and enrriod 
on a program of community education until 1932 when she made 
it av liable to Highlander. 

Staf f -The staff consists of seven full time residents: 

William Buttrick, Duke University, teacher of economics, 

Secretary; 

Janos Dombrovvski, B*Fh., Emory University, B.D., Union Thoo- 
logic .l Seminary, Ph.D., Columbia University, teacher of 
history, Ch^ irman ; 

Myles Horton, B.A., Cunborland University, University of 
Chicago, International Peoples College, teacher of union 
problems, Educational Director* 

)0 
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* * 

Zllphla Horton, B#A., M.A., College of the Ozfcxks, toucher 
of nusio and dramatics; 

Claudia Lewie , B.A. , Reid College, Director of Nursery 
School ; 

Mary Lawranco, B .A, 9 Duko University, Community Workor; 
Jane Lawson, B.A., V^ssar College, Office Secrotary. 



Advisory Committee ; Tho Chairman is Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, 
of Union Thoological Seminary; other members are Dr. Arthur^ 
Swift, Miss Mary Van Klceck, Director of Industrial Stud- j 
ies, ^ussoll Sage Found-, t ion; Dr. George S. Counts, of I 
Te r chcrs College and President of the American Federation / f 
of Te'ch^rs, Roger Baldwin, Director American Civil Lib- j 
orties Union; Dr. Sherwood Eddy; Mr. Fr'nz Dsniol, Antal-/ 
gamated Clothing Workers of /met ice; tho Reverend 'VilliJn 
Spofford, Director Church League of Industrial Democracy. 




Flnancos- Tho school is financed by contr ibutions from 
individuals, unions, church groups, student groups. The 
biriget in 1939 was $10,000. A few of tho stronger unions 
provide scholarships but for the most part the school 
must provide scholarships of $100 c-*.ch for the six weeks* 
term. Stud3nts ci .icing $10 und $15 a week arc not in a 
position to pay their own way. 

Some support tus cornu from the William 0. Whitney Foun- 
dation and the Christian Social Justice Fund, but most 
of tho money comes from voluntary ccntr ibutions from 
Individuals. Thoro nr c 550 individual contr ibutors, most 
cf whom make annual contr ibutions. They include teachers, 
ministers, business men and workers. 



Ot/iously the school could not manage on such a small ^ 
buget if the staff received remuneration commensurate . ' 
wih the services rendered. Staff members serve on c 
n\atton%nco basis. _ 
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m$r ^ ' Mr J.Edear Hoover. 

— > $i -\ Washington, B.O. 

4 - - ^»'4 

«J ^®ar Mr Hoover , 

~j about t he^I ighlander^Poli Sohool^nl 0 ? 6 ol * ppin £ a 
j sending y ou lnothljf^^^^L^ 1 am herewith 

jg& 1 invest iffatL 36 ®?^ t0 n L that thla Gothe should be 

- ->» ^ StiS t ?!’5 B JLS^r that 116 mleht 

. \ 1 in having sS^tJS!* 11 !* oooperata with Mr ties 

^ camps? e youn S people attend these 

w | 

within m a* ne f $L ^ 0 clean out our country from 
^within more than we need battle ships, * ° 

^ i Be3t Wlahes 150 and for your work 

‘ " V , r-/ Most siaoerely, j 
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^’OTHE TO DIRECT 
NEW TTPE CAMP 
AT MONTEJCLE 

[Youth Congress Leader’ 
Attends Workers' Edu- 
1 - y catipn Meet Here 

r Richard tothe, one of the leaders 
Sof the /American Youth Congress, 
hwhich treated such a stir in Wash- 
ington, ID, C , some months ago ftv 
denouncing certain phases of Roose- 
Veit® Administratjon, is in Chatta-I 
. hooga attending the Conference of 
Education to be held here, 
iturday’and Sunday. \ 

* *£othe Wid his attendance at this 
Wwicrence is more or less a coin-! 
Mfcdcnce, a# his real purpose is to! 
fchnn*e for establishment of a '"work i 
' in Highlander Folk School | 

fcX* : he said, will be jet up ► 

» K .*f\ l i\ 5 v in the month o f Aug* 
Kt, it t weeks, and iwill be 

fct 4ic.t by *25 young workers and 
\er wbo>will work, study and 
pa/* in thi: period. He is expected 
JidirtscI the- school. , 

gOcibe said the idea of “w*rk 
Mtir' * was Conceived last year wijh 
fits * <ynent of first camp at We«d 
Bk x ft y„ton the Hudson, ite 
pV ani now five such camps 

’ V ? ’■ country, one near 

£** - . Onto; one In New York 

£ h Oregon, and the one to 

i* jpi' v \ here in Tennessee aU 

EXPLAINED 

mv Jiow students are se* 
Bc ed to- these summer camps, 
Fxje asserted that the sponsors 
jv*ke talks st different schools and 
’ijeges and invite students to par- 
EjJpate ift these camps, which, he 
tgld, arir operated somewhat cm 
fete J£nc a*' UiruUr camps in Scan- 
** in coupiries- The idea is also 
-tf, h« pointed out, to 14 caqips 
£ have been established by 
jiMcan Friends Service CommiU “ 
' 4 Quaker outfit N 

r?* -the la a native of Germany. He ' 
v Veen in United States on his 
5 <*it trip for two years. He said 
i he knew Hitler, "but they 
V ^ along so well together.'* 

* to comment on the European 
■ hiation, Gothe stated it Is "too 

* vet to tell justfwhat is the ( 

i d*nd it v/ill probably take j 
«ks before we can get a ■ 
* ^ df the* ifiation." 1 1 
1 !"^ r red Vrre Saturdays 

t LA ' . * Myles Worton, eduoiK 

.. r W\ of t* Highland*' 



before we can get al 
df thefciwiation." 

^rred Vrre Saturday] 
* Myles worton, educa^i 
of tfb Highland* 
find otlfcr represents 
ehcKol, here in attend?] 
^Workers' Education^ 
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Leaders of Workers' Conference 






****** • • '*”**-$? 4 *’-y- r r T : Tr% v 



mMw£k 






>&? 4 * 




TIUU 6 








e 

iMj 



i" vv=tf| 

te’l 

km 



HH 



£$3 *U£« WOODS 

J* Helen Woods, United 6t***£ 
^^partment of Labor, in chi *.<£ 
2 ^ ■ * wage and hour division in th. 
^ISfgtion, was scheduled to address •. 
conference, but H was announces 
Saturday that she will not be here 
FKyjvJ Bald an re Is looked upon as orv 
fe? tJl of the youngest union executive; 
^ajflgrn this country. He began bis tin 
JHion activities at 17 years, wneo h* 
3 lSB joined United Mine Workers ii 



oi leaders who are here to pariicipaie in the Workers* Education Con-"? r * yivsma 8110 &s f ^ a f I] 



tjo)? of Hosiery Workers* Philadelphia, « Mrs. Louise Leonard 
Strrn.^ School, Asheville, N r CJ, apd Edw ard F* jCallagh 



ttee, of jChat 
likectorjAmei 
llcLaren. dir 
an, vice-pre$j 



«■ director JSouth- ^ ^W.^ive in th< 
president/ A men- T, w. u. A. 



J-OM SESSION 
&HMTI 0 N 

y y* * 

t' * ^ 

i Southern Group Takes 
jlfp Use of Teaching to 
i Suiiu Unions 



nemauonai L 4 iaies \* « r ui c *1 * 
forfceri, was to be the key after- 
noon speaker. He will give a sum- ‘ 
mary of ♦'Workers Education Ac- 
tivities’' and in this outline the “use 
of workers education groups” in 
building labor organizations. He 
said Saturday morning that the two 
summer schools already function- 
ing in the South are doing a good 
job ” but added there was a need 
for the enlargment of this program. 

; . SCHOOLS PRAISED* 






F vje vf " The schools to which Martin re- 

*■ • •% *ij ! Intone fenred are the Southern* Summer 

1 * UIIU un *° 5 School for Workers, headquarters at 

ii * > - . . r i„ df > Tg from 'Asheville. N. C., and the Highlander 

* «"*«P a^emWed Folk School, at Monteagle. . 

yeral Southern *** two . The two-day conference here ir 

Cnar^.ooga S consider the aponsored by the Chattanooga 

jy ** Workers' Edu- Worked Education Committee, of 

^era) theme How Worters w^ BrowD U chair; ; 

rtlon Can Help Build «>« #nd lding officer , t tb e 

thia meet Ire conference; Highlander Folk School * 
r^cipat^gin^iimecUrg, ^ summer School 

ve ‘ , .; , ‘ !°?Iv^e^are nredorSi- *<-r Worker*.' It opened with regi»- 
vtjUmg delcga.es are P tivtion of delegate* at the Interna- 

ci>- * iU ’ 1 Lcuth^vic.- tipnal Ladies Garment Workers’ HsU 

n i T-xtUc Workn% on East Eighth Street at 10 a.nv 
^*2 headquarter. iu S.turday and will continue through 



l^vaiJ ot some independent unions, worke 

L vising delegates are predoiii- itr worke 
funT ^tlUtod w ilb the CIO, . \ ^ of 

f Oui'-tnzie. executive vie.- 

Uildcnt it -the Textile Worker * ™ East 

fc 7 i) of \t »~ lca. headquarter* iu St turday 
t-v vpt'm it dt.e of the outstanding Sunday, ... 
ftakeiF. Hf fv«* en route to Chat-, 

f \s‘^*^£SSS , SL!S>. 



femo on session. Reports of o 
Wtees will be made at the busir 
-arinn commencing at 10; 30 o’clock' 
.Sunday morning. 

Other union leaders who are here 
to participate in the conference art 
Lawrence Rogin, educational direc* 
tor, American Federation of Hosiery 
WoJkera, Philadelphia; Mrs. Caro- 
lyn toillard, of Atlanta, Georgia di- 
rector .Workers Service Program; 
RuthTMartin. chairman, KnoXville 
^Workers' Education Council; Harold 
fpibbons, Louisville, Ky., T. W. V. 
A.; Myles Horton, educational di- 
rector HifillJUnder 'Folk — Scfioot 
^5me**gic ; i^uwarci TT 'CSfTSffTm, 
i Jc'^^Fifbjdent, A. F. H. A., and Ten- 
nessee director, T. W. U. A., Carl 
' G. fThompson, Jr^ field representa- 
j live. Sou them Summer Scbdol lor 
[Workers, North Carolina; BiilfWolif, 
Vamatics and music dirdetoh, 
puthem Summer School for Wot “ 
t; Mrs. Louise Leonard McLan 
' 'yector of Southern Summer Sc bo 
.lisheviUe, N. Nathan High toil 
dramatics director, L L. ; cC W* 
Chattanooga. 
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July 8, 1940 



k c ^ 



I«n 4?5 



ooga, Ihnneaaee 



1 3 M 



„:. 1 



Dear 

I wiah to acknowledge receipt of poor letter 
^ted Map 3D, 1940, and its enclosure. 

Itour courtesy and interest in bringing this 
inf creation to «■ attenUon are indeed appreciated, wa 
^ “m«m 4 £ur UtUr 1. twins «4. • «*tWr .f cKl.Ul 
record for appropriate attention. ^ 

Vary truly youra. 



John Kdgar Hoover 
Director 



t- 5 f I 



'f- 7 // 
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DATE^Hi 3 -BY C 22 £aB£ 



COM MUNICAl IONS SECTION 

MAILED 

Vr 4 f Jt 9 1940 * 

P M L I 

FE0E*AI <>f' "M'X _ I 

U. S. DE^AkintuT >j|Ci * 



rm, 


7 T»!( 






Y.,S 




=? 
















o 


-tzC 



/ 



/ 




\ 

/ 



i 










■ -/ 7 C- 

'/f 

L 

/ 

recorded 



:Atd 



JMy «, 1&40 



4 / ~ 9 S / i - ^ 




CAattanooya, Tfrui***** 



< 



1 . 30 vj 1 




/£- ? 





X3«ar 



, ^ 74 *• * pJ«a»ur# fn<J«*d tc have 

the r eiclelg^ili 0 ^* U * 1940 * together tatth 
the endored clip r,( np and to have uour 

convent* concerning my address he far 9 the 

Daughter* 0 f the American Revolution* 

I wint to thank you for aendina 

?/% 

cr./ a ,y/ t c,iftV/rffA:,iu , . t ' -* *^«««^» 

,,M 6*fft »(thf8 and kind regard*. 
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**<»*«*» 




Sincerely yours. 
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< t 



jjr 30, 1940 



skits' tfkw 

RECORDED °W511-5 yX 



Special Agent in Charge 

Knoo^ills, Tanneas— 



Be: 



| &* _____ 

ESPIONAGE 



Doraaossn 



Dear Sir: 

For your information, I am transmitting herewith 
copies of an anonymous communication dated ^ 1940 

received at the Bureau in an envelope postmarked Wn ^ . 



at 



Cowan, IcumiNi 






Very truly yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 

Director 
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Ifiav 24th. 1940 



9 ? ’.340 | 

U AJIOSYMOw COL J-.; U N 1 0 aTION 
L O - JcVuvF EKVEI-OPi. / T 






'/ 



,: .Q 

Department of Justice 
Washington D. C. 

Gentlemen; - 

Noting in the caper wjkere - ytrcr _ erf '3'esiroue oftregi strati on of? Aliens to 
prevent Sabotage, I era addressing your attention to th^^HighlanderFolk 
School" located here , I which has been reported to the F.B.I. for investigate ■" 
alrea^vjand was informed of this investigation through an item in our Dpc t ' 
County Paper just al short time back, and to forestall suspicion, the 3 ’a± ' 
manager, A J»lr. 1’dlegi Horton, collected up a few children of his local patrons 
end went to Chattanooga the evening of lire. Roosevelt's visit there, making 
it appear that the school was devoted to the /education of children. 

The actual head of this school is a I5r. J "DOLIBRDNSKI y , which name in it- 
self sounds suspicious; Believeing any one having something to^ hide from the 
publit, i6 not worthy of public consideration, and a menace to' the public an 
communitv, i wish to state that I have been in the school on several occasio. 
,-and I never saw a child there as a student, and I have seen and know of adul 
being there for what they claim to educate them for holding better positions 
but the general consensus of opinion is that they are taught how to better 
control their unions and how to cause anl carry on strikes. * 

Believing this to be a starting ne6t of Communists, and believing it to 
be due for a thorough investigation, and knowing that this llr. Dombronski ia 
now traveling throughout the States especially where there is hopes of causi 
strife or strikes, thought it to be worthy of note to you. , 

Should you wish any further information or if I can be of any service i 
this or ary other capacity, serve you, address me as a Member. of/ General 
Kirby- Smith Pest, 1893, | Veterans of F<preign Wars, of the U.sy Cowan Ten n. 
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Respectfully 

>?A)oO A (citizen. 
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Knoxville, Tennessee 
August 3, 1940 
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Bpeelal Agent in Charge 
Memphis, Tennessee 



lei K. 



KSPlOHAQiS 



jfpniBton sn 



Deer Sirs 



There Is forwarded herewith * copy of 
Bureau letter dated July 30, 1940 (Bureau file 
#6l-75H} , which letter transmitted sn anonymous 
coanunication dated Uay 24, 1940, received et the 
Bureau in an envelope postmarked at Cowan, Tenn- 
essee. 

In view of the fact that Cowan, Tennessee 
la located in the Memphis territory, a copy of the 
anonymous letter ie being furnished your offiee 
for appropriate attention. 

Very truly yours. 



o 

T CJ 

r". CJ 
; 

► JL Cj 
-.J <r! 
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u.» 
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Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 



August 30 1940* 



ip 






Mr, J.Edger Hoover 

P.B.I# Washington 
\\ D.C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover; / 

I have Just learned of the existence 

\n Tennessee of a school called "Highlander’s Falls 

School", has been in operation for about 18 years, 

and is reported to teach Communistic doctrine while 

endeavoring to influence the local elections; in fact 
^ * 

they have made themselves quite obnoxiou^*| 

RECORDED & INDEXED t VJ^ _J' J_ r / / " 0^ 

This information is passed on^o >ou . 



4 iJ.C 




only because of the report that certain well .Renown 

* ~ O ; 

people in Goverment circles are helping to support 
the school and are sending Boys to the school* 



I am sorry not to be able to give jouy 
the exact location of the school but I know your organ- 
ization will spot the place in a hurry • 

May I as Just an ordinary American 
offer to you and your grand organization a hearty word 



of real appreciation* 



Respectfully submitted 
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Jot 
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•^r^T^Fn* 61-75H-6 



Septamb er 10, 1940 
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X wish to acknowledge receipt of /war 
latter dated Anguet 30, I960* 

lour courtee/ and interest in bringing 
this information to jbj attention are indeed appreciated, 
and /ou aajr be assured jour latter will receive appropriate 
consideration* 



Sinoereljr jours. 




John Edgar Boover 
Director 
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Baahrilla, T«on 



^ - , vc:. y >"i * *V> 

* ' v , r m '■ * 
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2 wlah to aaknovladga /our lattar m«lTtd *t this ; 
luma October 24, 1940, ud to thank you for ;ow eourtaty 
and Into rout in witiag aa yo* did* 

•t • • ’ V ~ 

I hava ootod vltb intaraat tha iafomation cantainad 
la your lot tar, and if you aaro to ravaal tha idontlty of tbo 
Informant to aha* you maJta rafaraoaa, I ahoold ba plaaaad to 
h&r» hi* lntarvlamad aoaa a mlag Uw aubjact aattar a f your 
lattar* 

far your inforaation dr. C* K* Fiaratooa la Spoelal 
Agaot in Charge of our Knoocrilla Fiald Of fie* laoatad at 
407 national Bank Building, Knoocrilla, Tannaaaaa, 

and your coop# ration in furniahiog a ay additional data par- 
Balidag to tha latamal aaeurity af thla country to ^r* 

Flora tono would ladaad ba af raal aaalataaoa* 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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Binearal j youra. 



Jots Bdgar Boorar 
Kraatar 
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FEDERAl BUREAU OF IHVESTliiATKMl 
u. S. OEPARTKEKI Of JUSTICE 










Knoxville, Tnnwm 
Moveaber 5# 1940 



; v) 



Special Agent in Charge 
Maaphis , Tennessee 



•1«V V 






Daar Siri 

Attached hereto jou will find copy of 
Bureau let ter of Moveaber h* 1940 ( 61-7511) , afej 
dreeaed to 

I^PpKariiriUf) Tennetfse, together wlthuitaS 
enclosure. This Is furnished for ooqpletldjs op 
jour flies. mo 

, Ui oo 

Tery truly yours ^ 



X v 






CKPiAB 

Boo. 



C - Bureau 



C. K. riKHSTOM, 
Special Agent In Charge. 
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Special Agent in Charge 
Ha nip hi a, Tenneaaee v 



Dear Sir i 

With further reference to wj letter of November 5, ] 
traneialttla* a copy of £ufgfU letter of the preceding dar (6] 

vllle, I 1 a letter 

oiM|diloMBHp|HK had added a number of oomente* A cop/ of 
(^■■■■■Enotatlonc are not being retained by thia office nor 
la her letter being acknowledged because it would appear that there 
le nothing a poo If 1c in her ooeplalnt and it eeeaa that poeelhly 
ehe le a bit on the erratic aide and with Tory little encouragement 
might engage In extensive pointless correspondence. The letter le 
being forwarded for the conflation of your fllee. 

Very truly youre. 



CKFiPBP 

61-12 



C. K. PIERS TORE 
Special Agent In Charge 



CC - Bureau 1 



aroma ^ (. 1-16 1 1 ■ ? y 

„rJ FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATE' 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



DATE^ 






imm 



6 NOV 12 1940 
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Hooeipt la aoknoeledged of your letter, with 
enclosure, dated Hwoober 7* 1940* Md I dssirs to thank 
you tor you r Interest In again corresponding with this 
Bure a u . 

A a I haws previously advised, Ur* C. K* Fierstcne 
1* Special Agent in Charge of the Knoxville, Tennessee, Field 
Division, and any data you deen to fas of Interest to this 
Bureau oan be eubcitted directly to hla« 

Slnoerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
.... Director 



00 - Knoxville (with copies of Incoming) 
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JFrbf ral Surrau of irnueBtigal 
United States Department of 9uatire 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
November 16, 1940 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sir: 



Reference is made to Bureau 3,etter of November 4, 1940 

(61-7511) 

Nashville, Tennessee. j . 

As wil l be noted fro m my letter of November 8, 1940 to the 
Memphis Office, added a number of extensive comments on 

the original of the Bureau's letter to her and transmitted it to me. 
Because of the rambling nature of her communication, it was not ack- 
nowledged and no copy of it was retained at this office. 

Today I am in receipt of a long two-page communication from 
The communication is on two sheets of paper and is 
fully cove red on both sides. T he first sheet is on the letter head 
of 'Nashville, while the second is on the 

letterhea^f^^^^^^^^MHHIHHIH^H^ Nashville . 






JX'jCs 






IVhile parts of her communication are undecipherable, it ap- 
pears that is dissatisfied with almost everything in the 

world, and besides expressing her views on the present world situation, 
she gives an extensive genealogical outline of her own ancestry. En- 
closed with the letter was a newspaper clipping pertaining to the High- 
lander Folk School and the first couple pages of the September issue 
of the Reader' s Digest* all of which appear to be much ado about noth- 
ing in particular. 

It appears from the rambling context of ^mH^^^^B^letter 
that she is carrying the burdens of the world on her shoulders because 
she touches generally on communistic tendencies, religious proclivities, 
her own genealogy, the recent election, etcetera, etcetera. 



-6VC- 



fre- 



No acknowledgment is being made to 
by this office and it is suggested that in the event 



co.'nunication 

^^^^Mfurther 
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EOERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

6 NOV 18 1940 
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Director 



- 2 - 



November 16, 1940 



writes the Bureau, that no reply be made because she evidently needs 
very little encouragement to spend long hours in writing out her 
worries . 



By carbon copy of this letter, ^m^mi^letter t> e ing 
transmitted to the Memphis Office for inclusion in its files and no 
copy of it is being retained in this office. 



Very truly yours, 



CKF:PBF 

cc - Memphis (Enclosure) 



— 

c.'k. fierstone 

Special Agent in Charge 





\ 
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♦ 
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Knoxville, T«nmiK 

Dteeafcsr 10, 1940 



A 



Special Agent la Charge 
Xsaphis, Tsoaessee 
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Dear Sir* 

* ‘ % 

Transmitted herewith will be found copies 
of Bureau letter(6^5H^to^^>»ce«^e|J^WJ0, 
addressed t o 

^Hi^HMMashvllle, Tennessee, together with 
phetoetatlc eoplee of her meet recmt epietlea to 
the Director. . 

tbeee copies, as were copies of fereaa 

letter of Uoveaber 4, 1945, have been apparent!/ 
inadvertently sent to the Anoocvlli# Office be- 
cause !U thrills is located la the Hstophle district, 
and these copies are being transmitted for the , 
completion of jour file in this matter end boos 
have been retained at this office. 

Tory trul/ jours. 






_,r- \ 



CKFtPBF 

61-12 



c. k. masToo 

Special Agent la Charge 
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U.S. OE p ARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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kith reference to the attached , I 

called Cong re ssnanf Jones and i nfo me d ■»»» X 

him that I was unacle to find any m > "*•*>*. fy 
record of anyone in the FBI who »,j mJjJ yS 

talked to the Congressman yesterday 

with reference to the inuesti gati on 
of th&lichlandcr Folk School . The J r _ 
Congressman stated he called yester- t#l j 
day and tclked with a Mr. Holtzer *'*' t| m ~ ” 

(phone ti c) . The Congressman advised 

that this Mr. Holtzer (he stated he m, ‘ I'*****" 1 

i was not sure of the name but that it "'-y** 

sounded like Holtzer) called him back 

t' is, morning and informed hin thct the ■■“p** 

files on this i nvesti cation were — - 

confidential . I told^the Congressman th\sre is 
no one in the Bureau by that name. He then said 
he called the Department of Justice and pas con- 
nected with someone ; that he thought he jwas talk- 
ing with the FBI but that he was probably talking 
with the Department of Justice. 



is 

said 
cen- 
tal k- 



It is possible he was talking with Judge Holtzoff 

I told the Congressman the FBI was not conducting 
an investigation of the Highlander Folk School 
Of Tennessee . , 

St rbcokduU) — 1 

k &>/- 737 / -N 
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% ml information contained 










' JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
**" ^ DIRECTOR 

' SJT: FIG 



Bureau of investigation *~ 

ISmtrfc States Bepartment of lustire 
WaBt|inston, B. <H. 

December 6, r ~$&4Q.^ 



IW'OQANMn/ FOR THE DIRECTOR 



N4. 

7 ,lr. T'X *. ’ y 
I Mr. La^ v V 

1 Kr. Et‘23 - - 

M*. Ci*vi*> 

: Hr. I-' u '* 



Kt. He! ion. 

I l£r. r« 3 ^a .. 



| Mr. Irm.y-.-. 
fc Ki b« G^xdy- 



■! /. 



ton^ressnan dories 



Cttio, 



called in personally this morning advising that the Congress- 
man had talked with someone in the L::reau yesterday afternoon 
concerning the investigation of th£ Highlander Fol )c School in 
Tennessee ; that t v e Congressman desired that she , 
personally review this file to ascertain what investigation 
had been made. 



I informed that all files in the Bureau 

ore confidential and that any request for files would of 
ne cess ity have to be made of the Attorney General's Office; 
however , I inforried her further that an inquiry had been made 
recently with reference to the Highlander Folk School and that 
a check of the files of this Bureau had failed to reveal that 
such an investiaati on had been made. 



asJred many questions concerning the 
Bureau's jurisdiction in matters concerning schools allegedly 
communi sti c and from the questions asked and from her personal 



appearance. 



would 



judgt 



interested in radical activities, probably from a sympathetic 
standpoint . 



I have been unable to find any record of anyone 
talking with Congressman Jones and there is no record of such 
a call having been received in the Director's Office. 

I will call the Congressman and inform him that this 
Bureau has not made an investi gati on of the Highlander Folk 

School at Font Fade, Tennessee. T"“ ‘ 

UFLviWtji' / / rd mp }\ 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 

FEsmd 



Respectfully , ; . ‘ 

s) jt-ZCcRA. B" 5 nFik-v-c 



I * *-* 

S.fjj. Tracy 



DEC 17 1940 



> OS. K“ 



jr Jjo 



4 



It will be re cal led telephoned the other da-y fjd^ 

with reference to the Highland S chool of either' Nashville ^ 

- nowville . I irfor ied^ntKB* at that time that ttie'lKfor- . ^ 

nation furnished was insufficient to make a thorough check. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 













January 4, 1941 



highland:??- fclk school 




-*• There appeared in The CIO News for December 2, 1940* 
on Page 8, the following item: "Support^i ghlander Fclk School" - 



"The program and aims of the Highlander 
Folic School at Kont eagle, Tenn ., were 
endorsed by the CIO convention, and 
efforts to discredit and defame the 
school were condemned as 'an attack on 
the progressive labor movement of the 
South,’ 

'Highland er conducts a year around program 
of education, recreation and organization. 
In addition to six weeks' resident terms, 
it holds institutes, conferences and co- 
operates with unions in field work. These 
activities the convention declared, 'have 
made the school a target for attacks of 
anti-labor forces.'" 
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bureau of Irtursti gallon 

United States Bepartment of 9usttee 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
April 9, 19 2*1 



\ 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 






Dear Sir: ' '• 

During the investigation presently being 
made of the Highlander Folk School it was necessary 
to photograph a large number of documents, part of 
which had to be used immediately in the investigation. 
Consequently, the photographs were developed and those 
few needed for immediate investigation were enlarged. 

The forty-two negatives which were not * 
needed immediately are being enclosed and the Bureau 
is requested to furnish this office with two enlarged 
copies of each. It is not necessary that these be 
enlarged to their natural size but only need to be 
enlarged to a size which will permit them to be easily 
read. When these enlargements are received, the Knox- 
ville office will submit a supplementary report con- 
cerning the information on them. 



INFORMATION CONTAINED 
□ii IS UNCLASSIFIED x 

E rjk±hL BY KpKtm . 
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Very truly yours. 



C. K. FIERSTCNE, 
Special Agent in Charge. 
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Enc. 
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Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Jus tie* 
407 Hamilton National Bank 
Knoxville , Tennessee 




KSt HIOHUKIER FOLK SCHOOL ' 
KT2PJIAL SECURITY - c 




Dear Sirs 

*" » 

An requested in your letter to the Bureau 
dated April 9, 1941, there are enclosed herewith, two 
enlarged photographic prints of each and the forty— , 
t.eo r « gatives of photographs taken in connection with 
above entitled natter* 

?ery truly yours. 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Knoxville, Tennessee 
April li+, 191+1 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

0 * 

IttGHLAN'IER _FODC SCHOOL 
'^l/Ionteagle, Tennessee 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

Dear Sir: 

Please refer to the letter from Knoxville to the Bureau 
dated October 6, 1939; letter from the Bureau to Memphis, dated 
October 13, 1939, and October 30, 1939, Bureau file No. 61-7558, 

•which c oncerned a rep ort made b 

on this school. It will be noted 
that the Knoxville Office could not locate a copy of this report 
at that tjme and advised that the report appeared to have been made 
for the^Mierican Federation of Labor and to have been forwarded "to 
Y.7 LLI AR>8R£ ENj its President. The Bureau in its letter dated October 
30, referred to above, advised that no further effort should be made 
to obtain copies of this report through the American Federation of 
Labor. 



4'1P 



4 1C, 



A copy of this report was located by Special Agent 
in the possession of Assistant Postmaster at 

Chatta nooga, Tennessee, and another copy was also found by Special 
Agent^BHB in the possession of 

One of these copies is being attached hereto for 
The "Bureau. It will be noted that this report Is dated Ma y 8, 1935, * 

and was made 

Copies of five affidavits, which wer^a^achedto the original of this 
report, are also being enclosed. 

^■■■■■■Bwas located in Knoxville, Tennessee, where n 

he is employed by the City, and the report was gone over with him ^ 
to determine if he had any additional information in his possession. 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
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C. K. FIERSTONE 



61-12 



J-P 



S •/!> 



He advised that the investigation had been made so long ago that he had 
no recollection of the details of the report, but after reading it ad- 
vised that he had been very careful to report only facts in this inves- 
tigation. When questioned regarding the reason for this investigation 
having been made,4MHHHV advised that a grant of about $15*000 
had been made by the United States Government to the Highlander Folk 
School for the installation of printing equipment, but that a report 
had reached the Governor of the State of Tennessee from seme source 
regarding the communist teaching of the school, and that the Governor 
had personally requested that this investigation be made before the 
check was sent to the school. 4H| advised that he personally 
discussed this matter with the Governor of the State of Tennessee at 
the date his report was made and that as a result of his belief that 
the school was definitely communistic, the Governor had refused to 
grant the money to the school and had blocked the payment of the $15,000 
which had been authorized. 



j8ic 



4MMMW advised that he knew of no connection of the 
American Federation of Labor with this investigation and that so far 
as he knew no copy had been forwarded to the President of the American 
Federation of Labor, WILLI Ail GREEN, at Washington, D. C. This matter 
is being further reported on in the case entitled above in a report 
which is now in the process of dictation. 

Very truly yours, 

J S'- 

^fePBF C. K. FIERSTONE 

Special Agent in Charge 

61-12 
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Tills case originated at KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 
Report made at 
KNOXVILLE, TENN. 



File No. 61-12 



Date made . 


✓ Period 




3/11-15,17-22, 


U- 10 -U 

1 


2U» 25/ill J j 


»’ 


yi, h/ia. 




Title 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



Character of case 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



SYNOPSIS : 

JfiL 



Organization, location and directing personnel ' 
set out. Lists of teachers and sponsors obtained. 

sources of income indicate Communist 
Party support. Informants Chattanooga show hpads 
of school attended Communist Party meetings./ Affi- 
davits and correspondence gathered by C. Hy' KILBY 
copied and enclosed show Communist teachings at « ■ 

** -*<+ 



'rttrop/Ares *r4r£A***tK ****** 
/a/ £#c/*eJ 



_ P _ JA/ ****** 



school 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , N 

dat e 4 ^kL ry 

■ / f ^vi sjM 

DETAILS: NunorOus complaints received in the Knoxville Office - ^ 

concerning Communist activities at the Highlander Folk . 

School made it desirable to investigate the school and its 

. gtg&VrjL 

This report is a result of joint investigation by special / 7 . ; 

/■ / Agent and the writer. A 

Approved and / 

Forwarded y vr ^ „ 

r- ,>t - 

I Copies: 

I ( 5 ) Bureau( Enc . Reg )2 Miami 
I 2 Eirningham(Enc)2 New Orleans 
l ? Poston 3 E. J, CONKELIEY, 

2 Buffalo New York 

2 Charlotte V 2 'lashing ton Field 
2 C'.Act^i . L Knoxville 

2 DiMtiV .. . 

t v 






it 



2 Memphis r ^rgjJorEjj 



A/V? ? 



ff *1 



9£L 
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The following informa tiononth^organizatior^^th^H^h 
lander Folk School was obtained 

and was 
I and by 



The Highlander Folk School was organized during 1952 on I 

ground donated by Dr. LILLIAN W.kjOHNSON, whose present mailWldress is 
121+ East Michigan Avenue, The DeLand, Florida. MYIlSfHpORTON and 

JANES I^OJJBRCWSKI were believed to be the active organizers of the school. 
The land was donated by Dr. JOHNSON because she believed that it would 
benefit the local inhabitants and would educate them and improve their 
working conditions. 

A charter was issued to the Highlander Folk School on Jan- 
uary 31, 1934 by the State of Tennessee and this charter is recorded with 
the Tennessee Department of State in Volume 0-12, page lL6, in the office 
of the Secretary of State at Nashville, Tennessee. The school was chart- 
ered by MILES HORTON, ELIZABETH /{ALLS, JAMES D0MBRCT7SKI, RUPERT/ HAMPTON, 
and MALCOLM I CHISHOLM. r / 



\ The Highlander Folk School is located in Grundy County, 
Tennessee, about two miles north of Monteagle, Tennessee, on State Road 
56 going toward Tracy City, Tennessee. This section is mountainous and 
heavily wooded. 

Three persons are reported to have been associated with it 
in a directing capacity almost from. the start of the school up to the 
present time. 

MILES HORTON, Director of Education, is the one- whose name 
is most often mentioned as being the leader of the school, and lives 



n the school grounds with his wife and his father and mother. 



laavits mentioned later in tms report as exmoits snow 
^TLES HORTON teaches Communism and has solicited membership in the Young 
Communists 1 League from various persons, locally. HORTON is also reported 
to have been one of the founders of the Commonwealth College at Mena, 
Arkansas. HCRTGN is reported to have spent two years in Russia, but it 
has not been possible to determine: even an approximate date. 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



JAMES DGMBROWSKI, Secretary of the Highlander Folk School, 
is the person who signs all of the mail sent out by the schooi requesting 
contributions and designates himself on those letters as chairman, with- 
i cut sa ying what he is chair man of. In a letter addressed by JBBBMI 
J Athe ns, Tennessee, 

to ^j^m^pB^pSweetwater, Tennessee, dated November 16, 
1940, DOiiBROWsKIisreported to have signed a bulletin issued by the * 

Revolutionary Policy Committee of the Socialist Party in 193k stating they 
would "make every effort to promote the world revolution and to secure 
Governmental power for the victorious revolution by arming the workers 
and by preparing the working class to turn imperialist war into class war." 
He is also reported to have solicited persons to join the Young Communists’ 
League at the school. 



v/hawes, 



I ELIZABETH DAy HATtfES, better known as ZILLA/HAWES, has been ' 

1 active as a teacher in the school from its beginning and is reported to 

'? have been especially strong in her teaching of Communistic principles and 

J how they can be used in labor agitation. She is mrriwl to FRANZ/DANIEL 

% and both are listed as being signers with DOMBRCYiJSKI of the bulletin of 

% the Socialist Party's Revolutionary Policy Committee mentioned above under 

i J.'-AES DGL-BROtYSKI ’ S name. 

i 

j 

i A photograph of the above mentioned letter dated November 16, 

19U0 written by is being enclosed as Exhibit No. 1.. MKB 

/ is in Florida at the present time, too ill to be interviewed, and 

'A2- not expected to live. A lead is being sot out to contact the State 

• .Americanization Committee of the Imericon Legion at Nashville to locate 
the Socialist Party bulleti n referred t o« The original of , 
letter is in possession of Tracy City, Tennessee. 

A * 

] Several other persons are presently living at the school and 

j appear to have some official connection with the school of a more perma- 

nent nature than thos^ listed later as teachers. 
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ress is 



aavises mat LUUASb %,j uONKILNG, whose home 
21 Mississippi Avenue, Signal fountain,' Tennessee, anil whose 
mother, w r s. FRINK G. TCONKLING, runs an antique shop in Red Bank, Tenn- 
essee, is emplo yed at the Hig hlander Folk School and lives there at the 
present time. Postmaster at Monteagle, Tennessee, says 

LOUISE CONKLIKG/is secretary of the school and recently replaced Miss 
LOUISE GRA THAU/DI C HMAN , who is presently residing at 233 West Menomonee 
Street, Chicago, Illinois* 



janfau 



Miss JAN]/ ALLEN was reported by|^^^^HI^P to have 
arrived at the school on about March 15, 19hl and seems to be helping 
carry on the business of the school, but her exact duties and position 
are not known. She is believed to be from Flinty Michigan as letters 
from the school are being addressed to Mr. and Mrs. 17. R.fALLEN, 1701 
East Hamilton Avenue, Flint, Michigan. Letters addressee^ to Flint, Mich- 
igan did not make their appearance until after Miss ALLEN arrived at the 
school. 



Mr. 'C. H. KILBY, an employee of the Te- i’ssec Consolidated | 
Coal Company, whose' office is at Tracy City, Tennessee , has been extremely 
interested in getting the Highlander Folk School out cf Grundy County ‘ 

because of the trouble they have stirred up there among the WPA employees 
and the bugwood cutters and this matter has almost reached the point of 
being an obsession with him. He has organized a committee of local resi- 
dents of the better class which call themselves the Grundy County Crusaders, 
wboen= sole purpose is to combat the Highlander Folk School and its teach- 
ings. The antagonism that each of these groups feels for the other has 
reached such a point that there was danger of open conflict between them 
during November of 19l|D and it was feared for a time that local citizens 
would burn the Highlander Folk School building. In all contacts in this 
investigation, the persons interviewed were questioned regarding Mr, KILBY 
and they were uniformly of the opinion that he is a reputable citizen 
and that his feeling tovrard the school is a patriotic desire to rid the 
county of a subversive influence. Those interviewed were also questioned 
regarding the possibility of Mr. KILBY'S position with the coal company 
and the labor troubles which coal companies occasionally have being 
responsible for his feeling in the matter, but everyone advised they had 
never heard Mr. KILBY make any remarks against organized labor and in fact 
believed that he was entirely in favor with it. There was no evidence 
that the Tennessee Consolidated Coal Company was furnishing any financial 
aid to L'r. KTLPY or r^m sting that he carry on his activities against the 
school. 
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Mr. KILBY has amassed quite a large quantity of corres- 
pondence, leaflets, printed matter and such which the school has dis- 
tributed and has obtained numerous affidavits from persons who have been in 
the school as students and from natives who have had some connection with 
tho school. These signed affidavits are being set cut as Exhibits Nos, 3 
through 20. It will be noted that in almost every instance these affi- 
davits mention the Communist flag being displayed on the platform of the 
school, teachings of a definite Communist nature, and attempts on the 
part of several of those connected with the school to get others to join 
the Young Communist League. Where the Yeung Communist League is mentioned 
L. these affidavits, the persons identifying the card were shown a 
Young Communist League Membership Card which has been photographed and 
is being included with this report to the Bureau as Exhibit Nc. 2U . It 
was not possible to determine the origin of this card and the names on it 
are not known in Grundy County. This card is presently in Mr. KILBY'S 
possession. 



Exhibit No. 21 and 22 are included wi + h +.he affidavits 
in Mr . KILBY'S, file but have not been signed as yet. Mr. KILBY reports 
on-t is entirely cooperative sc copies of these two 

exhibits are being sent to the Bir mingham Office so that they can get a 
complete statement from regarding the teachings and the teachers 

at the school at the time he attended. 




Exhibit No. 23 is a proposed affidavit which covers the 
details of the article written by JOHN LScDOUGAL BURNS, reporter for the 
Nashville, Tennessean, during his attendance in the school in 1939. Copies 
cf these newspaper articles have previously been furnished to the Bureau 
and are not being set out again. 

Exhi bit Nc. 2 is a repor t of made while he 

on May 8, 1935# to 

at that time. 

has been interviewed in the Knoxville Field Office concerning this 
report and he advises that it was made at the request cf the Governor of 
7. nnes see because a grant of money about tc be made to the Highlander 
" 1L School by the United States Government tc finance a pri nting plant 
was objected tc by American Legion officials. said he was 

definitely cf the opinion that the school Y/as Communistic and that as a 
result cf his recommendations, the grant cf money tc the school was not 
made . 
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TEACHERS 



In order to indicate the type of persons who have instructed 
students at the Highlander Folk School, this section of the report will 
set cut the names of these known to have acted as teachers at the school 
in ths past. A descriptive folder put cut by the Highlander Folk School 
for its school year 1936, lists the following teachers: 

MILES HORTON, 

JAMES D0MBR03SKI, 

ELIZABETH DAY HAWES, 

RUPERT HAMPTON, 

The photostatic copy of the report ef 
Hay 8, 1935, which is Exhibit Nc. 2, shows HILD^/HUBERT to have been one 



J 
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:f the teachers at that time. 



rnmi Hr.mir.'.T pttpn.p in his articles in the Nashville, 




In the unsigned statement of 

fallowing are listed as teachers at the school: 



Exhibit No. 21, ^ 



FRANZ MW EL (husband of ZILLA HAWES ) , 

WALTER 7 ] PEARSON^/ 

J. Til JHERSPOOIK DODGE (AK;! and Southern 
/ Conference for Human sfelfare), 

DON MEKE^ 

HERBEE^AILLIAMS 
R. H/ BRAZEL, 

' CLYDE^ILLIAMS, 

A copy cf the Highlander Fling, published by the Highlander 
, -.1 _ -i t dLt -ic aft Evhibit Me* 25 snd shows 

. following as instructors or workers in the school in addition to these 

listed above: 
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cuudi/uots, 

LL\RyL.m'iNCE, 



ZI LPHLy HORTON (wife of MILES HORTON). 

This issue of the Highlander Fling also lists an Executive 
Council which had just been farmed to work with directors of the school, 
formulating programs and policies. This council met at the school De- 
cember lUth and 15th and arranged a program for 19^1. It should be noted 
that all of those listed have at seme time in the past conducted panel 
discussions during resident terms of the Highlander Folk Schcol: 

BERNARD 4oRAH, Southern Director, Amalgamated Clothing 
I Workers of America, 

ROY/REYNOLDS, President, Printing Pressmen’s Union, 
l Chattanooga, Tennessee, 

LUCY RANDOLPH/ MASON, Public Relations Representative 
I for the C.I.O., 

EDWARD S4 CALLAGHAN, Vice-President and r . u thorn Director, 

. American Federation of Hosiery Workers, 

PAUL R.f CHRISTOPHER, Executive Secretary, Tennessee Industrial 
[ Union Council, 

GEORGE T1TLER, United Mine Workers of America, District 50, 

Dr. ALBERT JBARNE IT, Professor of Theology, Scarritt College, 

» Nashville, Tennessee, 

MATT\LYNCH, .American Federation of Hosiery Workers and 
Chairman of the Highlander ?~lk SchccA 
\ Alumni Association, 

ALTONp^GTRENCE, Southern Representative, Labor’s Non-Partisan 
V League, 

Dr. GEORGE Ni.YHEW, Professor of Religion, Vanderbilt University, 
• Nashville, Tennessee, 

JOE ^C33S, Plumbers’ Uhicn, A.F. of L., Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

LEON ^WILSON is presently connected with the Highlander Fclk 
Schcol in seme capacity as a teacher and iives at the school. The High- 
Fling, Exhibit No. 25, lists an article written by LEON WILSON 
a.i.*Uca, Highlander Folk School, An Informal History.” It does net sa 
where this article was publis hed. 
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Reverend JOHN B. THOMPSON (A.P.M. and Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare), is listed as a former instructor at the Highlander 
Folk School in a letter written by ISLES HORTON dated Novem ber 5, 1940, 
which is quoted on page 150 of the report of Special Agent 
Washington, D. C«, February 17, 1941, en titled/ AMERICAN PEACEMOBILIaAT ION 
On page 151 of the same report a press release of the Highlander Folk 
School dated October 29> 1940 lists the following instructors: 

YELVERTON ^BOWHERD, Regional C.I.O. Director, 

A.|HARTw7LL, National Representative, Labor Non- 
Partisan League, 

BERNARD BORAH, Southern Director of the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers, 

PAUL CHRISTOPHER, Secretary- Treasurer of the 'Vriessee 
StpXs Industrial Union Council, 

ALTOM'^WRZNCE , Southern Director of Labor* s Non- 
Partisan League, 

WILLIAM (EAVES, Director of the Wage and Hours Division. 



Additional persons listed only as speakers are as follows: 

LUCY RANDOLPH ^ MASON , Public Relations Representative 
for the C.I.O. , 

GEORGE 1 BASS, of the United Rubber Workers, 

BLIER^ BROWN, President of the New York Local 
the Typographical Union, 

VIRGIl/cONNER, Editor of the Southern News Almanac 
(Southern Communist newspaper), 

ORVILLE /MAS TIN, Cooperative Expert, 

Dr. LILLIAN /JOHNSON, Donor of the Highlander Folk School 
(property, 

JOHN JSCHUT.TUE, Southe-n Represontati^f. "'l the United 
detail and Whole: an Enployros of A Bl e:*ic.\. 

ROY R'-ixN'UDU. President of the Chattanooga Pr inting 
. Pressmen’s Union, 

JOE/gEIDSRS, Secretary 01 ’ toe C.ivxl Rights Ccmr.ittee 
of the Southern Conference for Human Wei Y: re, 

_ DENNIS/ NELSON, and 

"tRESTON/VALIEN, both of Fiske University, 

LURGOT/GAYLE, of the Wome n' o -Coirre.tt^ on Abolition, 
of Poll Taat* 
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SPONSORS 



The Highlander Folk School has been successful in obtaining 
the permission of many important persons to use their names as sponsors 
of the school, itself, or some of its activities. The most important name 
from the standpoint of publicity which they have secured is that of 
ELEANOR/ ROOSEVELT. Exhibit No. 26 is correspondence in the files of Mr. 

C. KILBY. In this exhibit it will be noted there is a report from some 
unknown person .three paragraphs in length on an investigation conducted 
concerning nilES HORTON. Exhibit No. 25 also contains on the front page 
a print''** unpy of a letter directed by ELEANOR ROOSEVELT to the Highlander 
jv-wv "School. Exhibit No. 27 is a photograph of a mimeographed sheet 
put out by the Highlander Fclk School publicizing Tars. ROOSEVELT'S support. 

Exhibit No. 28 is a photograph taken from a newsj'anor 
article which published a photostat of the check and letter which she sent 
to the Highlander Folk School in 19^0. Exhibit No. 27 is being forwarded 
with all letters sent out by the Highlander Folk Ccnool asking for con- 
tributions from other persons. 



Exhibit No. 29 is a photograph of an announcement sent out 
by the ‘Washington Committee of the Highlander Folk School about a benefit 
to bo glveo in Washington, D. C. on December 6, 191/0. It will be noted 
that l MCCt : ROSS has signed the letter of January 27. I 9 I 4 I which is at- 
tached to t.‘..s seme exhibit and his wife’s name appears on the cormi’’ tee. 
The U st of sponsors on this exhibit contains ninny notable names . " .■'AAodrdJ. - 
cativo of the inactive p 5 *" 6 least a part of this epojigor ship, 

Exiiibit Ur-,- jo, wnich is an exchange of between and 

Secretary CORDELL/ HULL, is enclosed. / 






Exhibit No. 51 is a photograph of a circular put out by the 
Highlander Folk School concerning the sponsershin of the school by JOHN L. 
flTTWTS . 

Exhibit No 25 , previously mentioned, which i po c— Jupwd copv 

cf ; . r H' eh tender Fling, under the headline "High! ,.nder Benefit, *' reports 
on th' Ahenington Benefit hold December 6, 191/0 and in addition ."'*vs that 
a New lo k Committee gave a theater benefit an y 12, 19l;l . A list of 

f .Vw& «-»:» Tf T .. i » o *vh t>2 i <5 pivon • 
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Because MYLES HORTON was known to register at the 
r -tancoga, a che ck of registrations was made with the assistance o 

advised that he knew all of thi s group 
in checking through registrations he pointed out of his own volition 
*.h fallowing persons whom he stated were connected with the Highlander 
Folk School and who had registered at the hotel at various times* 



BERNARD BORAH, Reg 


istered 


9-1-iiO, 


'.'.’AES D0M3R0Y/SKI 


ft 


1- 2-Ul and 

3-i-ia, 

12 - 30 - 1 * 0 , 


?: n j, c; oils'" orrasit 


If 


LYLES HORTON 


ff 


5-19-1*0, 


ZELPHIA HORTON 


tl 


5-19-1*0, 


oILLI.AM DUTTRICK 


tl 


5-19-1*0, 


JURY LAWRENCE 


If 


5 - 50 - 1 * 0 . 
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It will be noted that three registrations are shown for May 
19, 19U0 in the names of MILES HORTON, ZELPHIA HORTON and 7/ILLIAM BUTTRICK. 
This is the day preceding the meeting of Communists mentioned above and 
is probably the group from the school which remembers as being 

registered at the hotel at about that time. In connection vdth these 
registrations it was noted that DOMBROWSKI called tel ephone number 
on January 2, 19te. This is the telephone number of 



r 



m J ip 



kj-rf 



6. 






v>: ; i *::. 



■r * 



' r- ■ 



Xr:; 



requested CHRISTOPHER to pick up 

a box leftatthePark Hotel, Knoxville, by HORTON with the name of the 
Highlander Folk School on it. This box was exam ined at the Park Hotel by 
Special Agent. ■■■ and Knoxville Police Department, 

and was found tc contain a number cf becks, most of which were children’s 
stories, and fiction books cf an innocuous nature. Included in the box 
v.’ere a few bocks cf interest because cf their radical labor or political 



sot out as fellows: 



i 
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"The Economy of Abundance," by STEWART CEASE. McMillan Company, 

"Makers of Freedom, " by SHERWOOD EDDY and KIRBY PAGE, George H. Dome Co., 
"The Social Principals of Jesus," by WALTER RAUSCHENBUSCH, 

"There is Confusion," by JESSE REDMONT FAUCET, 

"The Road Ahead, (a primer of Capitalism),” by HARRY W. LAIDIER, 

Crewe 11 Company, 

"The Causes of War," by ARTHUR PIRROTT. McMillan Company, 

"History and Problems cf Organized Labor," by FRANK TRACEY CARLTON, Pfcllfc, 
j)k C. Heath Company, New York, 

"E. Company," GENE RICHARD BLOCH, Simon 4 Schuster. 

"Trade Unionism and Labor Problems," by Wm. Z. RIPIEY, Ph.D. Ginn 4 Company, 
"Christianity and Labor Problems," KIRBY PAGE, etc. Associated Press, 




While checking registrations dHHH 9 Chattanooga, 
it was noticed that a large group of per sons registered in from New York 
and that the cards were narked Uphaus. 

explained that this group came to Chattanooga about once a year and seemed 
to be some sort cf a traveling school. He produced a letter received frem 
this group making reservation at the hotel and it was noted that the name 
vas the /Religion and Labor Foundation, 106 Carmel Straet, New Haven, Connecti- 
cut, WILLARD WPHAUS, Executive Secretary, LEON ROSSER f LAND, Chairman, 

CHARLES F. t. MCLENNAN, Hidy West Secretary. The person who registered in for 
the group was CHARLES C./ WEBBER, Group Leader, 531 West 122nd Street, 

Now York, Nov? York. On July 17, 191+0 while this group was registered at 

called long distance to Monteagle, 

Tennessee. The person called at Monteagle could net be determined but 

stated he had heard some of the group mention going to the High- 
lander Folk School when they left Chattanooga. Since Mr. WEBBER, who listed _ 
himself as Group Leader, gave a New York address, a lead is being s®t «ut 
for N»w York to check him and the activities of the Foundation. 
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For the benefit of the New Orleans Office, the following 
excerpt from a form letter requesting funds dated March 8, 2 9i*2, which was 
sent out by the Highlander Folk School, is quoted: 

"Added to cur community program is the activity of the staff in the labor 
field. Our extension worker, MARY LAWRENCE, is expecting to leave soon 
for educational work with unions in New Orleans, where a large organizational 
drive is in progress* A special two weeks* session for union members will 
open here on May 12.’ 1 

As an example of the type of literature distributed by the 
Highlander Folk School, Exhibit Nc. 32 is being enclosed. It will be noted 
that mention is made of 8,000 miners in Grundy County who will be affected 
by an increase in salary of one dollar per day and that the local merchants 
will benefit in a total amount of $8,000 per day as a result. The entire 
population of Grundy County is only 9,717, according tc the 1930 census. 

ft* H. KILBY cf the Tennessee Consolidated Coal Company at 
Tracy City, Tennessee, which is in Grundy County, advises that there are 
less than 1,000 miners in the entire county. 

In Exhibits numbered 3 through 20, numerous references are 
made tc strike activities on the part of 7.IYLES HORTON, WILLIAM BUTTRICK, 

JAMES DOMBROWSKI and ZILLA HAWESeancng the residents of Grundy County. There 
are two specific instances mentioned in which the activities of these per- 
sons from the Highlander Folk School caused strikes which definitely lowered 
the income cf the persons striking. 

One of the few industries cf Grundy County is the cutting of 
wood fcr pulp purposes, which is known as bugweod cutting. Before these bug- 
weed cutters were organized by persons from the Highlander Folk School 
they were getting a price cf $1,50 per cord for the wood they cut. After 
the strike the price was dropped to one dollar per cord and the quantities 
purchased were dropped to such an extent that cnly about half of these pre- 
viously employed cutting this wood were again employed for the same purpose. 

The ether local strike organized by persons from the High- 
lander Folk School was that of the TT.P.A. workers. Approximately eight 
hundred persons were employed by W.P.A. in Grundy County, working on farm-to- 
market roads but a definite slowdown cf work and a subsequent strike in 
which sitdown tactics were used so much delayed the work that the W.P.A* was 
forced tc curtail the program and after the strike only 1*00 persons were re- 
employed on the road project. 
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In Exhibit Nc. 2 a strike at the Richmond Hosiery Mills 
at Daisy, Tennessee in 1955 is mentioned in which persons from the school 
took a leading part in a riot which resulted in one of them being shot. 

A lead is being sot out to obtain more definite information regarding this 
activity. 



In about 19 3U or 1935 an attempt was made to organize 
textile mills in Knoxville, Tennessee, during which several raids were con- 
ducted by vigilante committees and a great deal of Communist literature 
r eported to have been dest royed. In discussing this matter with 

Of the Knoxville Police Department and 
now with Draft Board Nc. 2 but who was at that time 

Knoxville, Tennessee, it was determined that nc official 
action was taken at that time but that a strong vigilante committee com- 
posed of Legionnaires and ether local citizens had raided several different 
houses and had run the so-called Communists out of town. No arrests were 
made and nc record, was maintained of any of the literature found nor of the 
•perso ns concerned in the agitation. However, both and 4V 

remember that FRANZ DANIEL and ZILIA HAWES were the leaders in the 
agitation and that they were known tc be connected with the Highlander 
Folk School at that time. 



r * 

\zrni 












strike at a hosiery mill at Rockweod in about 1936 and this is believed to 
be the same- strike mentioned in Exhibit Nc. 1. From 

' report is is believed that FRANZ DANIEL, ZILLA HAWES and MYLES HORTON were 
the instigators of this strike and that the persoq^ picked up with the 
Communist literature in his possession while cn the road tc join the High- 
lander Folk School was named HILBURN. A lead is being set out to check 
this information at Rockwood. 



Due tc the number of local contacts made by Mr. C. H. KIIBY 
around Monte agio and Tracy City and the number of affidavits obtained by 
him from local persons, no additional investigation is being conducted at 
the present time tc further verify the information contained in these 
•’f davits. In the event that it later proves to be necessary, all of 
these persons mentioned in the affidavits can be located as they are local 
residents who are classed as natives of this mountainous section and seldom 
leave their homes. 



- PENDING - 
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ENCLOSURES: 



TO BIRMINGHAM: 



Exhibit No. 21, pho to static t copy of record of evidence that < 

can be given by mi a 
Exhibit No. 22, photostatic fcopy of unsigned statement of ^ 



TO THE BUREAU: 



Exhibit No. 1, photograph of a letter/ from 
Athens, Tennessee, to 

Tennessee, dated 11-16-60, 

Exhibi t No . 2, of report, of 4HH 




Sweetwater, 



Exhi bit No. 2, j j ^jpfltat of report, of to 

dated May 6, 1 935 ♦ y 

^ -i't Exhibit No. 3 , photostat of affidavit of 
, A dated November 23, I960, J 

\Exhibit No. 6, photostat of affidavit of dated 

/ - 1* December 16, I960, / 

Exhibit No. 3, photostat of affidavit of H^HBV 

dated December 16, I960, 

Exhibit No. 6, photostat of unsigned statement of 

dated December 2, i960, / , 

Exhibit No. 7, photostat of affidavit of L 

dated January 6, 1961, J A 

Exhibit No. 8, photostat of affidavit of HBBP 

dated January 7, 1961, / 

Exhibit No. 9, photostat of affidavit of J ■■IHB 
dated December 21, I960, / 

iJ Exhibit No. 10, photostat of affidavit of 

K , dated February 12, 1961, / 

■***' l ' J V^ — — Exhibit No. 11, photostat of affidavit of'^BHHflHHHiP 

IT vVi dated January l6, 1961, 

'* ' ' 0* r Exhibit No. 12, photostat of affidavit of 

J ly A 4 dated January 3* 1961, f 

Exhibit No. 13, photostat of letter from the^National 
j Youth Administration, Nashville, Tennessee, dated August 

16, 1939, / 

Exhibit No. 16, photostat of affidavit of flBBBBHB dated 
December 18, i960, . 

Exhibit No, 15, photostat of affidavit of flBl^HPKiatcd 
February 2, 1961, | 

Exhibit No. 16, photostat of affidavit of BBBBV 
dated December 2, I960, 
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Exhibit No. 17, photostat of affidavit of 
December 30, 191+0, 

Exhibit No. 18, photostat of affidavit of 










dated January 2, 191+1, 

Exhibit No. 19, photostat of affidavit 
December 28, 191+0, 

Exhibit No. 20, photostat of affidavit of 
dated December 28, 191+0, 

Exhibit No. 21, photostat of evidence which can be given by 

dated February 22, 191+1, 

Exhibit No. 22, unsigned statement of dated 

February 2l+, 191+1, 

^Exhibit No. 23, photostat of a proposed affidavit covering 
information given in newspaper articles written by JOHN 
McD0UG.iL ^URNS in th<? Nashville, Tennessean, 

Exhibit No. '2l+, photoglyph of Young Communist League card 
bearing name ^ 

Exhibit No. 25, copy o'f the Highlander Fling, Vol. 3, No. 1, 

February, 191+1, 

Exhibit No. 26, photograph of letters written 
by ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, 

Exhibit No. 27, photograph of leaflets put out by the High- 
lander Folk School concerning Mrs. ROOSEVELT'S report. 

Exhibit No. 28, photograph of newspaper article- showing check 
and letter from Mrs. ROOSEVELT in 191+0, 

Exhibit No. 29, photograph of program of bene fit_ held Jsy 
Washington Committee for the Highlander of _a 

letter dated January 27, 191+1, signed by (L , 1C s 

Exhibit N o, 30, ph otograph of exchange of correspondence be- JO 1 
tween and Secretary CORDELL HULL, 

Exhibit No. 31, photograph of leaflet prut out by the High- 
lander Folk School concerning endorsement by JOHN L. LEWIS, 
Exhibit No. 32, original mimeographed leaflet put out by 
Highlander Folk School concerning increased pay of miners 
union members. 
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UNDEVELOPED IE ADS : 



THE BIRMINGHAM OFFICE: 



At Birmingham, Alabama, will determine the reliability of 
the DuBose Publishing Company and, if possible, determine what printing 
has been done by them for the Highlander Folk School. It should be borne 
in mind that this DuBose Publishing Company has also done printing for the 
Southern Conference For Human Welfare and has at least quoted on work in 
+ h? past for the Southern Worker, the Communist newspaper in the South. 



from 



At Huntsville, Alabama, will obtain all possible information 4 70 
as outlined iri Exhibitqj^jjos. 21 and 22, enclosed. 



At Firr-ATipp , Alabama, will interview 



who is Jin?, 
I to determine if he ^ 



employed 

itaS attended a se ssicn of the Highlander Folk School and, if so, obtain all 
possible information regarding the courses, teachers, and students. Yftll 
o Is: roprrt. all connections with the Communist Party of any activity or per- 
sons at the school. 



THE BOSTON OFFICE : 



At Northampton, Massachusetts, will determine the character 
and activity of the Institute for Labor Studies, who received a check for 
two dollars from the Highlander Folk School. 



THE BUFFALO OFFICE: 




THE CHICAGO OFFICE: 



At Chicago, Illinois, will check on the occupation and 
activities of LOUISE GRATHAK ^IUHmaN, fcrme r secretary of the Highlander 
recently moved to Chicago ~ 
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THE DETROIT OFFICE: 



At Flint, Michigan, rri.ll determine whether £| a 
recent arrival at the Highland er~Folk School, is related in any manner to 




If determined to be a former 

resident cf Flint, will determine her activities and reputation there. 



4 ', 



THE KNOXVILLE OFFICE: 

k 

At Tracy City, Tennessee, Trill re-contact lir. C. H. KILBY 
for such new information as no may receive concerning the school. 






At ilonteagle, Tennessee, will re-contact 

for any new information he obtains regarding the school. 



4 r /L 




At Norris, Tennessee, will re-contact 
employed in the forestry Division of the Tennessee Valley 
omplete information regarding a trip he made to the Highlander 
Folk School in connection with his forestry work and also regarding an attempt 
made by MYLES HORTON or JAMES DOMBROflSKI tc make a speech at Norris during 
1935 or 1936. 



Authority for c 



Vt Chattanooga, Tennessee, trill co n tact 

imWUHIHHHHHHHHHlllHBHHHHHMBfc ^ or 311 y information 

is able to obtain regarding LO'JISE B. CONKLING, Secretary of the Highlander 
Folk School. 







At Daisy, Tennesse-e, will contact 

Richmond Hosiery Mills, for all information in his possession 
concerning a strike at his plant during 1935 when the strikers were led 
by a delegation from the Highlander Folk School. 

At Rockwcod, Tennessee, will re-contact < 
the Highway Patrol and from him obtain the names of those local citizens who 
were on the vigilante committee during the hosiery mill strike in 1935 c r in 
1936 and from these local citizens will obtain complete details concerning the 
participation of persons from the Highlander Folk School with this strike 

- 2b - 









4-ic- 





( 



/ 



o 



L:;': 



i7<0 



HI® UNDER FOLK SCHOOL 



61-12 



i^-io-U 



m 

:w i 



2 nd in particular, vail determine the name of the person, thought tc be 
IULBURN, who v/as f;und v.ith considerable Communist literature on his person 
connecting him with the Highlander Folk School. 

THE LOUISVILLE OFFICE: 

It Berea, Kentucky, t. 111 determine the character and repu- 
of Who en- 

dorsed a check made out by the Highlander Folk School to ffSTLES HORTON in the 
amount of $29.65 about February 15, I 9 I 4 I. This check was deposited in the 









THE MEMPHIS OFFICE; 

At Nashville, Tennessee, will get a certified copy of the 
charter of the Highlander "Folk School from the Secretary of State and will 
obtain copies of such correspondence as nay have been written or received 
at any time concerning this chajp^r. 

At the State American Legion Headquarters, will contact the 
Americani zation Committee tc- determine whe ther _it_Jias_jiny_qf th e records / 

and apparently head of the Americanization Committee 
at one time. Particular search should be made for a bulletin cf the Revo- 
lutionary Policy Committee cf the Socialist Party issued in April, 193^ 
which was signed by JA15ES DOUBROBSKI, FRANZ DANIEL and ELIZABETH JUNES. 

Will obtain any ether pertinent information from the American Legion files 
concerning the Highlander Folk School. 



THE MIAMI OFFICE: 




At Gainesville, Florida, will determine the present activity : 
• ■> ■ university Station 




Of: 



xJfv 



L 
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Highlander Folk School, 
MYLES H 07i TOW, 

JAI4ES DOIfflROvJSKI, 
ELIZABETH HAWES. 




Will check at 99 Claremont Avenue tc- determine if a family 
bearing the last name SCHULTZ lives there or has lived there in the past. 
Will determine the reputation and activities of the SCHULTZ family -which 
might link them with the Communist Party, Will also determine if C. B. 
SHULTZ, cr E. B. SHULTZ, is related, it being noted that a box cf books was 
recently sent to the Highlander Folk School, one cf which bore the name of 
ANNA L. SCHULTZ at the above address. 
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Will check the reputation an d activities of 
who signed himself on the register 



Ar 



... __ u Chattanooga, 

^s^^up Leader fcr the Religion and Labor Foundation, 531 West 122nd Street, j\ 

New York. This group is also known as the Uphaus Group and apparently con- ^ 

ducts some kind of a labor school, 

THE Vh-S KINGTON FIELD OFFICE: 

At Washington, D , C., will determine the reputation and 

,ivitics of 
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Form No. 1 

This case originated at 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

at KKQXVIIIS, TEHSSSEE file no. iqo-1291 



REPORT MADE AT 

hTAi.'I, FLOP IDA 



DATE WHEN MADE 

5/13/41 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

4/26/41 


REPORT made iy j - 

Ml- 


RA 


K SCHOOL 


. S 


CHARACTER OP CAM 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


- 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



WILLLAL T. ffUTTRICK, JR. entered Uni- 



s-. f aS^-J) ve^sity or Florida, Gainesville, Florida, 
February 1, 1S41 end is presently taking 
course in Social Science. He is residing 



course in Social Science. He is residing 
in dormitory. No indication of subversive a 
activities there. -cW£- 



Report of Special Agent 
Knoxville, Tennessee deted 4/10/41. 

AT GAIK 55 VIIIS, FLIP. IDA 



4* 



<51/^ 



Agent contacted Superintendent of Malls 

e University Station, and she advised that EUTT3IC?r was 
own to her and that his mail hed not attracted her attention* 
dvised that he resided in Section TE", Room 225, Fletcher i5 T, 
on the University Ce*rpu3 and that he rented Eox 2331 on 
.ary 29, 1540, which is e very small mall box. - P 

Agent contacted ~ 

crsity of Fieri de, who furnished the school record on ^JIUJlAli 
UTTRICU, JR. which disclosed that he was torn at Asheville; 
h Carolina on August 30, 1910 and that his parents reside at 



DO NOT WRITS IN THESE 6*AC 



M 7 / 



W THIS RETORT 

'tU 



Dtirrsqgii) 1 ’ 

' s APn 21 19 C 1 



w *■ t- *** . Eoa rwutTWM mu 1-10*4 
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ffTNeshington flosd, Asheville. He pave his home address _ 
Vcnteagle, Tennessee when he filed his application on January’’^ 
15, 1941 and stated he ettended Asheville, North Carolina High - 
School frCin 1924 to 192C, City College of,Asheville from 1928 to 
1930 and Duke University from 1930 tc 1931* He entered the 
University on February 1, 1941 and is majoring in Social Science 
apparently with a view of getting a degree to work as a teacher* 

Ee is single and a Methodist. 

EUTTRIC2 stated in his application thet he had been 
previously employed selling magazines, radios, and real estate; 
t .i*:t he had done some writing for the FPA Writers* Project la 
lorth Caroline; that he had taught in the NYA Camps in 
Pennsylvania and had taught at the Highland Folk School# 

MHi advised that he believes his college la 
free cf any organized radical element; that he tries to keep a 
close retch on this situation and occasionally when a disturbing 
element show; up he ie eliminated. He stated that FUTTRICK is un- 
kno-n to him end he has never had env reports on him, end that no 
confirmation was made by the school of his teaching activities at 
the Highland Folk School. 



Agent interview ed Director of 

Residence, He stated thet he hod never received 

any unfavorable reports on EUTTHIC5"; that he had conversed with 
FUTTHICK on two occasiors, once when he first entered the Uni- 
versity and applied for the monitership job for Section "E* where 
he resides but was not successful in obtaining the position. No 
reason was given by BUTTP.ICF in applying for this position, but 
it carries a $24 fee per semester, which be believes was the motive. 
Here recently PUTTS! CE bed contacted him and reserved a room until 
next February. Ke stated that he would make a discreet inquiry and 
advise Agent further on the matter. 



4n<~ 
J n p 



Subsequent advised Agent by telephone that 

ne tad contacted Section "Z" monitor and also RJTTTIICK’S roommate 
a;d they reported that he is not inclined to be very sociable; 
tk>jt he has tut little to er.y and is very 6tudious; that he claims 
to te suffering from e heart ailment and he Las not by words or 
acts indicated nny subversive tendencies. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



This case originated at KNOXVILLE , yF.N N . File No. 61-12 

|~ Report made at Date made Period Report made by 

KNOXVILLE, TENN. 6-1-la / 15 17-1*1 aeb 

i 1 LA V.- 



Title 

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



Character of case 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



V 

mJ 



REFERENCE: 



Jlor 



Additional information concerning past activities 
of Highlander Folk School and mem bers _of its 

, HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED p 

^DATE^ kBY 

Report of Special Agent Knoxville, l+-10-i(l. 

Report of Special Agent Miami, 5-15-Fl. 






DETAI IS : AT Il OKTEAGLS , TENNE SSEE : ~ L • . ^ , 

Postmaster, Mon tea gle, Tennessee, was 
x ~ /X contacted on May 13, 19l|l and stated i^at the ’’spring terra 

> - ^ j r ,•••*.', for southern workers" (May 12 to Hay/2i|.) was presently in 

, y J session at the Folic School. IIILCSV/IORTON had called 



Approved and 
forwarded . 



SAC ,j >A /A // - ^ 1 



Copies : 




'5' Bureau 
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2 Pittsburgh 
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I.onteagle Post Office and given the follovdng list of students; 

\ / BILLY CAVINESS, 

\ / SIDNEY PI TTENPURG, 

\ / JOEL MATTHEWS, 

\ •' PAUL TO®, — - 

\ FELIX CAILLENET, 

\ GATIIA 11AE LEE, 

\ HAZEL BEHENNA, 

\ ALVIN SCHULZ, [ . 

\ JENNIE sMcer, - 
\ TdLLIAimAVIS. 



0 .*)? 

yYj-ir i 1 - 








announced a "summer workshop 

_ or student writers" July 20 to August 9, 19iEL. Sponsors of the workshop 
were listed as : 

\ FAUL greet:, 

"WILLIAM S. KNICKERBOCKER, , 

JULIA COLUER. HARRIS, 

} ELLEN BRAND, and 
BABETTE DEUTSCH. 

Teachers were listed ass 

CHARLES W.\fERGUSON, Associate Editor of the Readers’ 

. Digest; 

!IARY\LAFSLEY, Former teacher of writing at Hood 
College, “dryland; 

PHI II F,\HI LHGUS , Student at the University of 
North. Carolina. 
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Guest speakers were listed as JAiDsV STILL and HARRY HARRISON 
tfJROHL. \ 

x \ 

The cost of the session is given as thirty dollars and there are 
no scholastic requirements. An invitation was given to trade union workers, 
college students, "Y" members, church groups and farm organizations. Also 
included in each of the 1,630 envelopes mentioned above was a press release 
dated Lay 1, 19ijl, announcing a two weeks' session commencing May 12, 19ifL. 

The courses arc listed as: "Singing, dramatics, discussion of labor problems 
and history, speeches, reading and recreation." Speakers and special teachers 
for this session are listed as: 



JOHN T.\JONES, Director of Labor Non Partisan League; 

HOLLIS V.\REID, Chairman of the Tennessee Commonwealth 
Federation; 

YJILLnAL M.\ EAVES, Regional Wage and Hour Division; 
FRANK^OFFEE, Social Security Board; 

Reverend ELS'HORTlNsLITH, Southern Cooperative Conference; 
ROBERT L.\ CRUDER, Publicity Director, United Rubber Workers; 
PAUL R\ CHRISTOPHER, Secretary-Treasurer, Tennessee Industrial 
Union Council. 



Also announced was a "Labor’s Non Partisan league Institute," 

Lay 17 to 18, under ALTON LAWRENCE, Southern Representative; the Annual 
Tri State Hosiery Institute, June 7 and 8, announced by EDWARD F. CALLITHAN, 
Southern Director, American Federation of Hosiery Workers. 

/in issue of the Highlander Fling, published by the Highlander 
Folk School, dated April, 19iil, contains the following articles of par- 
ticular interest: 



" FOR ER STUDENTS ORGANIZING 

Here are the current organizing and negotiating activities of Highlander 
students: 
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Cecil\Pcgues, member of the Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers, recently or- 
ganized the Dixie Metal Products Company of Bessemer, Alabama, a touch Job 
to judge by previous attempts at unionization there. Currently he is 
negotiating a contract for the new union. Cecil is also business agent for 
the Wholesale Local of the Birmingham Retal Clerks. 



.in election was recently ^ield and won by the TWUA at the Louisville Sani- 
tary Wipers Company. Lilyadon, Highlander 19ii0, joined Hal^Gibbons in the 
two week organizing that brought on the victory. Lil Yadon is a board mem- 
ber of the TVflJA, Local 2. 

Ed^lair, who attended Highlander on the Eleanor Roosevelt Scholarship, is 
organizing for the Amalgamated. At the successful Cluctt strike in Atlanta 
he was in charge of the entertainment on the picket line and in the strike 
tent. 



J. DABradford is organizing for the International Cement, Lime, and Gypsum 
..orkerS (A. F. of L. ) in Knoxville. 

- Hosiery organizer and President of the* Highlander Alumni Association, Matt 
\Lynch is back in Tennessee after several months of 'activity in Mississippi. 



JohnU’ate, TiVUA, v/as one of the contract negotiators at the Mansfield Mills, 
LumbeVton, N. C., which brought wage increases ranging from 5 per cent to 
15^ per cent. John's Union has acquired a new hall. 

Other Alumni Activity 

BillyeYBailey's local ILGV/U, in Atlanta, now has a hall. Billyc is 
director of the union's educational program, and sends the following details. 
There arc classes for white members and for negro members in union procedure, 
parliamentary lav/ and public speaking, history of trade unions and the 
I LG' TU , and study of garment manufacture. In the recreation line there are 
bingo games, bowling trams, and Dr. I. Q.'s, again for white members and 
colored members. Plans are being made to extend the classes to Griffin, 
Georgia, vjhere there arc other Highlander alumni. 



Virginia/ Swann was elected recording secretary of her Nashville Hosiery 
Local, lost her job, and is now working at Gastonia. 



-k- 
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TENNESSEE COMMONWEALTH FEDERATION ORGANIZED 

Accepting the challenge of John BAThompscn, chairman or the Southern Con- 
ference For Human Welfare, that "all men are to be judged in their devotion 
to real democracy by their -willingness to defend and e -tend it in times of 
emergency," the Tennessee Conference on Democracy meet-.ng in Nashville on 
’•Washington’s birthday organized the Tennessee Commonwealth Federation. 

The purpose of this organization is "to join in common cause all men and 
- ""r.cn, including those who labor on the farm, in office, mine, mill, or 
elsewhere, for concerted independent political action." 

H. V.\Reid, legislative representative of the Railroad Brotherhoods, was 
made chairman and an executive board was elected from the C.I.O., A.F. of 1., 
he four Railroad Brotherhoods, and liberal groups who had jointly spon- 
ored the conference. Mrs. Huth^hitler, 1018 Cotton States Bldg., Nash- 
ville, is the Feneration* s Secretary. 

elution the Federation condemned the "Grundy Comity Crusaders," point- 
ing cut that the Crusaders’ attacks on labor people and labor institutions 
constitute a threat to democracy and national unity. 

RECENT ENDORSEMENTS 

The United Mine Workers, local 7708 in Grundy County, and the International 
•'line, Mill and Smelter Workers Union are among the organizations which 
have recently endorsed Highlander. 

m 

SCHEDULE FOR 19U 

May 12-2it Two week term for union workers. 

lone 7 and 8 Institute for American Federation of Hosiery Workers. 

Jane 9-21 Junior Union Camp. 

30- July 28 Work Camp for America. 

T,, 1.y 28- August 9 Writers Workshop. 

• r + ig_september 27 Six week term for union workers. " 
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Gager Lime Manufacturing 

bXiUv, Suvj ..ocd, Tennessee, who resides at Sowancc, Tennessee, stated that 
m r.~- though his company has had considerable labor trouble during the past few 



y.u : s he has not been able to definitely trace any of the trouble as 
originating at the Highlander Folk School. 



*» 






n:.: 



»an alumnus of the Highlander Folk School, 
constant trouble-maker at the Gager Lime Manufacturing Company 




years ago some persons from the Highlander 
Folk School came to the lime company with a motion picture camera and ex- 
p.u ined that they were taking pictures concerning workers in East Tennessee. 

F ..:tc graphs were taken of employees of the lime company, using the lime 
Cw..::. :any , i. trash heap as a background. that this was done 

in m _.»r to give an untrue picture of ’.forking conditions at the lime company. 



' V- 



_ - - y Tennessee, stated tnat Dr. k.vTCiuMtbC'oknR ana Dr. r L : ii; H'b 
u*j::fccrs of the faculty at the diversity of the South previously mentioned in 
*b'.s report, have both agreed to give courses of instruction at the High- 
der Folk School this summer. Dr. JniMS has recently held at least three 



. _ ,ce meetings attended by five or sic: students of the University of the 
South. Recently a committee of Theology students waited on Dr. J.fMES and 
requested that he discontinue his connection with the Highlander Folk School 
and his peace activities. Dr. tLJ.XS made a very anti— British address at a 
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meeting of the '.'omen’s Auxiliary of the University of the South during the 
Lenten Season. The University of the South is an Episcopal school and the 
majority of the persons connected with it arc decidedly pro-British, and 
therefore the members of the iVomen' s Auxiliary ware very upset at the tenor 
of Dr. JiJ^ES* speech. 



stated that Professor THOhAS GOVAN, previously mentioned in 
this report as being sympathetic toward the Highlander Folk School, is a 
former classmate of JALES D0LIBIl0’.7SiZ, Secretary of the Highlander Folk 



'3+ pH t.bnt. 



he has upon several occasions treated JULIES DOLBItO'iVSKI and other persons 
residing permanently or temporarily at the Highlander Folk S chool. Although 
Grundy County is the source of many charity patients at the 

DOISKL’SEI or other persons at the Folk School have never brought 
any local people to the hospital for treatment. Payment for treatment given 
to persons at the Highlander Folk School is- alleys made by JUICES DOLEROWSKI. 

The November 21, 19i+0 issue of the Sewanee Purple, official 
organ of the students of the University of the South, reported a speech 
given by Dr. JaillS DGHBRO'v.’SKI before the Pi Gamma iiu Social Science Fra- 
ternity. A portion of this article is set out as follows: 

"At its meeting on Thursday, November li+, Pi Gamma i!u, Social Science 
Fraternity, had as its speaker Dr. JaLES DOuBHO'vSKI, Director of the High- 
lander Folk School near ilonteagle. Dr. DOiEROlVSKI holds a Doctorate from 
Columbia University, is a graduate of the Union Theological Seminary in 
New York City, and is an author of some note. He has been prominent in 
labor oducation for a number of years. 



The speaker discussed the religious background of the school, he pointed 
out that most of the early faculty members were graduates of Union 
Theological Seminary and that some of the most generous supporters of the 

• , , . r. 'r fYiiiT'cl', rir'trr.ni nnc f?T'f*vnpn _ Ha Sard that hS . hlJUSOlf, 



ire church organizations and clergymen. He said th< 
.._i the labor cause through the religious channel. 1 
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CYCTTT, TENNESSEE: 




Lumber 

'ompany, Tracy City, stated 'that he made a delivery of lumber to the High- 
lander Folk School in 1939. tfIBivrent into the main building of the school 



3 c r\ > ^ a r\r^ & 4- r\ 4- ol r n T 4 >■»-**- a f + Vi ^ T v* r*i Vi r* 

w> -«* M-J. V_/J, UW L>UAO UGXX V t.i ^ Ol LUC 9 



Urs aw 

*1^5 iiU L/XUdU UiiCU. I/D Ull 



the wall of one of the downstairs rooms depicting how to organize a meeting 



by parliamentary procedure and how to get control of a meeting. He saw no 
evidence of mountain craft work. 



related that JAIIES DOiSKCTJ'SKI took motion pictures of the 
strikers during the 1Y.P.A. strike in Tracy City in January and February of 
1939. For these motion pictures, the strikers wore their oldest and most 
tattered clothing. Girls from the Highlander Folk School made speeches to 



-f hr. 
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MSSi gave the following information 
concerning the 17. P. A, strike in Grundy County in January and February of 1939: 



CHARLES i&DALS, County Road Superintendent, was a former student 
and sympathizer of the Highlander Folk School. He demanded to be allowed 
to appoint all 1Y.F.A. foremen on road projects. This the V.F.A. authorities 
refused to cQlovf him to do# Xmms di ut g 1 y thsrosLftGPj ^gitcition common cod * 

for a strike cf the Vi.P.A. workers . IflHI often saw JALES DOIJBROW'SKI and 
LTLES HORTON out on 17. P, A. projects talking to the workers. DQLERCV7SKI and 
HORTON would leave when come vdthin hearing distance. When the 

strike was called, the 17. F. A. workers took over the 17.P.A. office at Tracy 
City and staged a sit-down strike. HORTON and D0LDRC7VSKI brought girls 
're::: the Highlander Folk School to the 17.P.A. office vdiere the strike was in 
progress. Those persons from the Highlander Folk School made speeches to the 
strikers, advising them as to the proper method of conducting the strike^ and 



fJi*3 girls from the Hi lender* Folk School don cod rvith iho -strikers in tho 
W'.P.A. office. A great deal of liquor was in evidence at the 77.P.A. office 
during the sit-down strike. stated that it is his understanding 

that some of the girls from the Highlander Folk School had sexual relations 
with some of the strikers. He has no proof of this allegation. JMBV 
further stated that although at the time of the strike about seventy-five 
percent of the 17. P. A. workers in Grundy County were associated with or 
sympathisers of the Highlander Folk School, only two or three 17, P. A. workers 
now have anything to do with the Highlander Folk School. 
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stated that about three years ago he was in 

* e.i a . it * -j r ' j . 1 - u-r O ^.u ^ « rt . 

mi uxu cuiuc (/(a j uwues wju ruau liiu iixguxumuui r uiu ajwuuuj.j d <^ cu . wu .*^ 

for the date on a tombstone. A group of students at the Highlander Folk 
School were having some sort of a drill in the Folk School ground. A 
whistle would blow and they -would shout and shove each other around, then 
when the whistle blew again, they would cease their activity. It was 

opinion that they were practicing picket-line activity. 'When 
the students had finished this drill, they sat down and sang songs. One 
of the songs was to the tune of "The Old Gray liare She Ain*t ’That She Used 
to Be," and some of the words which overheard were: "Old man 
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time was "Those afraid of the big bad cop," sung to the tune of Those Afraid 
of the Big Bad Wolf. 

stated that upon two occasions several years ago 
he was shot at from ambush. He can think of no reason for this other than 
his active opposition to the Highlander Folk School. 

stated that tho Chattanooga Times, a daily 

vs r-.~ Vie f Vn -^ ov > *■ T + r -'. +Vio r * V% ~l n r 1 T?rO lr QnVinnl nnH + V » rH * Lire 

no >• x ) liO.1 J ^ui. la_i.UA,.!. u/ua \JI iO OW.i\A Oi.UA w «u u • 

TV. Y. r . JONES, local correspondent of the Chattanooga lines, has complained 
tc ABMV that local circulation has fallen off because of this. 



^HHHHH|^m^|^^5r^tatcd that when tho bak e ry workers were out on 
^^rS^^^the summer of 1937# RALPH TEFFERT3LLER came down from the Folk 
/ School and agitated among the strikers and had meetings with than. TEFFER- 

<■ V TELLER contacted and purported to be a representative of the 

strikers* Y.*h cn 4SSS^SS^ pointed out thet tho strikers had violatad their 
era sting contract with CHHW by walking out without giving hi m notice, 
TEF7ERTELLER said that "The contract was just a scrap of paper." flHH 
stated that his employees, who are members of an u.F. of L. Union, have 
since gone on record as opposing the Highlander Folk School. 

related that several years ago a small cyclone 
blew the roofs off of several houses at Laager, Tennessee, in Grundy 

' County, who is the local representative of tho Red Cross, 

^ appeal 3d to the Red Cross for aid for the victims of the cyclone. A rep- 
resentative of the National Rod Cross came to Tracy City and, in company 
with went to Laager, where the cost of repairing the damaged 

houses was estimated. All the victims, numbering about twelve, seemed 
very pleased that they were to receive assistance from the Red Cross, but 
on the following day when the Red Cross representative and 
turned to Laager in order to have the victims sign certain forms, 
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and two others refused to sign, whereupon the Red Cross repre sen- 
tative became angry and tore up the papers. That night, JHHHHHPcame to 
and stated that he had reconsidered and wished to accept the 
amount allotted to him. WKEtKD stated that the reason he had refused to 



sign was that JaUES DOLBROUSKI and LYLES HORTOh’ had come to Laager and had 
advised him to refuse to accept the amount proffered by the lied Cross inas- 
much as it was insufficient, advised that the Red Cross later 

paid and the two others the original amount. 



that 

is a friend of DOLBROV7SKI and HORTON and a supporter of the Highlander 
Folk School, At a recent county American Legion convention, opposed 

a motion condemning subversive activities. These facts should be borne in 
mind iti connection with any investigation at the Tracy City Post Office, 



Mr. C, H.\ KILBY, an employee oTT the Tennessee Consolidated 
Coal Company, gave the fdfcl airing additional information concerning past 
activities of the Highlander Folk School; 



In 1938, DOLPliV/AUGHN, then business agent of Highlander 
Folk School, made a trip around the county and told all persons on relief 
to come to relief headquarters at Tracy City on the following day. The 
relief headquarters had worked out a system whereby those on relief were 
assigned a particular day of the week on which to come to the office, thus 
simplifying distribution of supplies. The arrival of all persons on relief 
on the same day created a jam at the relief headquarters. DOLPH VAUGHN was 
there in the crowd and when questioned by the relief agent as to why lie 
had told all the persons on relief to come to the office on the same day, 
he stated loudly, "The supplies are hero, give them to them." 



KILEY stated that V.'. K. LaRLOWE, a local man who has been 
associated closely with the Highlander Folk School, ran as an elector for 
EARL PROVIDER, Communist candidate for President, in the 1936 elections. 



KILEY stated that the United Line Workers* Union at Tracy 
City, Local 5801, went on record sometime ago as condemning the Highlander 
Folk School for its activities. LATT BUNCH, International Representative 
of the UilV, demanded upon several occasions that Local 5881 rescind their 
condemnation of the Highlander Folk School. This the union refused to do. 
t~i January 51* 191+1 MATT BURCH appeared before Local 5881 and stated that 
he was instructed by the International to inform Local 5881 th-t they oust 
endorse the Highlander Folk School or BUNCH would be forced to take up 
their charter. On that date Local 5881 endorsed the Highlander Folk School. 
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KIL2Y stated that LYLES MORTON returned from a trip to Her; 

York City on liay 10, 191+1 -nd at that time was driving a 191+1 black Chev- 
rolet Sedan, 191+1 Nov York license vf7-v -71*63. KILBY stai ,d that several 
months ago he met a man in a tavern at Lont eagle who was somewhat under the 
iniluence of liquor. This nan stated that he was the son of Dr. FLELLING 
JURIES, Dean of the Theology School at the University of the South, Sevanee, 
Tennessee. According to this man. Dr. JjiLLS vas a regular contributor to 
the Highlander Folk School before coming to Sevanee. This men stated that 
is a teacher in a school in Arkansas. He defended both Commonwealth 
College in Arkansas and the highlander Folk School, stating that they were 
labor schools and not Communistic. 

Lr. KILBY, as head of the Grundy County Crusaders, is con- 
tinuing his efforts against the Highlander Folk School. J-.o recently made a 
talk before the State Convention of the Junior Order of American mechanics, 
in ending the lligiilandor Folk School as a Communist school, and presenting the 
affidavits and evidence which he has in his possession to substantiate his 
a a aom. KILBY is conferring idth state officials \dth a vie'.; to initiating 
proceedings to cancel the charter of the Highlander Folk School. 

AT DAISY, TZN.iLSSEE: 

It vas learned at Daisy, Ten nessee that the Richmond Hosiery 
Lills closed their plant there about 193&* 

of the Richmond Hosiery Lills, whom a lead vas set out to interview, is now 
located at the main plant of the Ric hmond h osiery hills at Rossville, Georgia, 
A lead is being set out to intcrvievr^^^^P at Rossville. 

AT ROCK. /OOP, TENNESSEE : 



Assistant Chief ED TAYLOS of the Tenness ee Highway Patrol 
as interviewed at Rockvood, Tennessee and stated that 
' "m a lead was set out to interview, has been transferred from Rockvood 
the western part of Tennessee, Chief TAYLQZ stated, however, that 



at Rockvood, had complete information concerning the activities of persons 
from Highlander Folk School in connection with the strike at Rockvood. 

Rockvood, 

stated that during the strike at the Rockvood Hosiery Lills in Lay, 1936, 
LYLES NORTON, IULEURN DURNSTSAD, LATT LYNCH, ZILLn IIAIfES and FRANZ DANIEL 
came to Roclrvocd to load th.e strike. These persons sot up a headquarters 
so;- -urate from the union headquarters and endeavored to take over the strike. 
• '.'.'.is strike they were not successful because of the action of the local 



authorities, who ran them out of town. 



rrelated that one day 
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during the strike, he sighted driving an auto mobile in 

Roclrwood and took cut after him in an attempt to arrest him. 
was driving a car -with Virginia license plates on it and had been seen fre- 
quently w ith LYLE S HORTON for several days preceding this incident. 

>f o il owed ar out into the country -her e lie succee ded 

in stopping ana arresting him. The back seal of car 

-.;as completely fil..ed with literature. remembers that some of 

this literature contained the following statement: "Down ^/ith the American 

flag, up -with the Rad flag," Other po-rts of this literature advocated equal 
rights for negroes, marriage between whites and negroes- the adoption of 
Communism in this country, and free love. stated that he kept some 

of this literature .'or a long time but believes that it has all been destroyed. 
However, he rill search 1 is records in an effort to find some of this. 

stated a . the time of his arrest that he was < r his way to the 
Highlander Folk School to deliver a series of lectures. 4HHHV later 
leai'ned that upon his release, "wont to the Highlander Folk School 
and remained there for about two weeks. 

4HHHP stated that persons from the Highlander Folk School 
had been present at a large number of strikes in the Rest Tennessee area. 

..e listed these places as: the strike at the Rayon Plant at Elizdbethton, 

Tennessee, a strike at Kingsport, Tennessee, a strike at the Richmond 

— iy ...ills at Rosovillc, Georgia, a strike at the Richmond Hosiery Ldlls 
at Toddy, Tennessee, a strilce at the Richmond Hosiery mills at Lelville, 
'Tennessee, the above-mentioned strike at the Rockwcod Hosiery Hills at 
I.eckwocd, Tennessee, and a strike at the Harriman Hosiery iLLlls at Harriman, 
.nnessee. 

A. CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE: 



/ m 

'■ "Hi 



.stated that he has been unsuccessful in an effort 

to obtain additional information concerning LOUISE B. CONK LING, presently 
secretary of the Highlan der Folk School, jgjp stated that although he 
well acquainted with mnd that she has no radical 

ia..d'jr:cies, he cannot vouch for LOUISE CONK LING because she has been away 
fan., heme attending schools throughout the country for a number of years. 
SHE* stated that he would contact the resident agents’ office in Chattanooga 
Jf ..e learns anything additional on the subject. No undeveloped lead is 
T . set out to re -interview 
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records of the Highlander Folk School which v<ere kept at the home of li. 
RGSLUTii'iL at G2l} Central Avenue, Chattanooga, have been removed from that 
address, presumably back to the Highlander Folk School. 
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AT HOKES, TEN1SSSEE: 
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ed that 




sent' to the Highlander Folk School in connection vl 



his ,;ork with the Forestry Department to plant tree s on the Highlander 

1. that time JAl.ES DOLBROT7SKI sho-.ved around the school. 

noted that the library in DOlSROYiSKI ' S room contained copies of the 
- works of KARL LAHX, a biography of LEKIN, and other Communist books. One 

of the books was entitled "Workers of the ",,'orld Arise." DOkBFiO’.iSKI stated 
toJ00Pthat these Communist books in the library i.'ere used as background 
for labor education. 4HBP stated that he saw nothing else at the school 
which aroused his suspicion but that there was no session of the school 
going on at the timo^^H^ was there. 
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^ office 

the names of j ersons within their field division against their 
files and report briefly any Communist or subversive activities on the part 
of such persons. 

THE BI RUNG HAL OFFICE : 

•"At Birmi ng ham, Alabama, vri.ll determine the reliability of 
the DuEose Publishing Company and, if possible, determine v<hat printing 
has been done by than for the Highlander Folk School. It should be borne 
in mir.d that this DuBose Publishing Company has also done printing for the 
Southern Conference for Human "Welfare and has at least quoted on work in 
the past for the Southern worker, the Communist newspaper in the South. 

*-At Florence, Alabama, will interview, 



, who 

employed to determine 

if he has attenae^c^ess^r^c^th^rl^n^nde^FolkSchcol, and, if so, 
obtain all possible information regarding the courses, teachers, and 
students* Dill also report all connections v/ith the Communist Party of 
any activity or persons at the school. 

-"-At Huntsville, Alabama, will obtain all possible information 
as outlined in reference report of Agent < 



from 

THE BOSTON OFFICE; 

-"•At Northampton, Massachusetts, will determine the 
character and activity of the Institute for Labor Studies, who received a 
check for two dollars from the Hiphlander ?'olk School, 



T:e BUFFALO OFFICE; 

-"-At Buffalo, New fork, will check 
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THE HEAP] IIS OFFICE: 



*At Nashville, Tennessee, i/ill get a certified copy of the 
charter of the Highlander Folk School from the Secretary of State and v.ill 
obtain copies of such correspondence as may have been written or received 
at any time concerning this charter. 



J’!P 



*At the State American Legion headquarters, vill contact the 
Americanization Committee to determine whether it has any of the records 
compiled^ " ~ 

Particular search should be made for a bulletin 
of the Revolutionary Policy Committee of the Socialist Party issued in 
April, 193U which was signed by JALES DOiaBIiO-VSKI, FRANZ DANIEL and 
ELIZABETH KATIES . hill obtain any other pertinent information from the 
American Legion files concerning the Highlander Folk School. 

THE IJALU OFFICE: 




\ 

I 



For American T/rit 



York, 



New York, l/ill determine whe 
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Highlander Folk School, 
MYLES HORTON, 

JAKES DQKBROWSKI, 
ELIZABETH HAVES . 




•«-TTill check at 99 Claremont Avenue to determine if a 
family bearing the last name SCHULTZ lives there or has lived there in 
the past. Will determine the reputation and activities of the SCHULTZ 
‘ which might link them with the Communist party. Will also deter- 
mine if C. B. SHULTZ, or E. B. SHULTZ, is related, it being noted that a 
V:>: of books was recently sent to the Highlander Folk School, one of 
v. r hich bore the name of ANNA L. SCHULTZ at the above address. 

-K-Will check the reputation and activities of 4IIHiHHHP 

who signed himself on the register ^^MH^HBH^phattanooga 
as Group Leader for the Religion and Labor Founaatioi^p5^West 122nd 
ic.reet, New York. This group is also known as the Uphaus Group and 
apparently conducts some kind of a labor school. 



Will determine the reputation and a ctivity of the Co- 
cpsrative Distributors, Inc. and of] 

% 



' l & v . ■ . k 



Will determine the reputation and activity of the 21*1 East 
'■'i"! d Street Corporation, 31 Union Square. Wes 
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THE VAS:iKOTOL rlLLL OFFICE: 



t Viashington, 0. C. , will cetonuine the reputations^ 
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Mill, iron lS!?Lur-au of Immigration and Naturalization, 
determine th 3 date- and port of on try, the date end place of naturalization, 
the date and place of birth, and the nationalistic origin oi JALaS 
IjOI£1:G\:3KI. Va.XKOMSi:i v/as reportedly born in Russia, but^nothin^ definite 
in t: .is regard has been learned* ft nay be looted that IX^iJ3nCu$II vas a 
resident of a<ov* York City beforu coming to the Kiylilcnder rolk School. 
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I eisfa to acknowledge receipt of mr 
lotUr dated Jane 4 , 1941 , «ith It* enclosure* 

Toot courtesy and interest In brlngir* 
this lnfonastioa to «y attention are indeed 
appreciated, sod you aay bo assured your lottor 
oill receive appropriate consideration* 

Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Highlander Folk School 

by JANE LAWSON 



Editors’ Note: — This year the Highlander Folk School was made a beneficiary of the Vassar 
Drive. The interest of V'assar in Highlander dates from 1893, when Dr 'William 
Wyckof Johnson , Instructor of History at the college, encouraged the school s founders 
and gave them the original building. Many Vcssar graduates have been connected with 
Highlander, including among others Elizabeth Day Hawes. ’29 ( Mrs F . Daniel ) , Mrs . 
Ruby T. Norris, ’29, and Rosanne G. Walker, 38. Jane Lawson , '39, author of the 
article, is at present a secretary at the school . 



44Yxt'ORM $ inspire, and demonstrate” 
X — here is a platform for an edu- 
cational institution. Highlander Folk 
School, situated in the Cumberland 
Mountains in a rural community that 
has the dubious distinction of being 
the poorest in the South, does all three 
in its complex, varied, and exciting 
work. During two resident sessions of 
six weeks each, workers and farmers 
from southern unions and coopera- 
tives gain new insight into the world 
in which they make their living. 
Through an extension program, thou- 
sands of rural and industrial workers 
within a radius of two hundred miles 



receive the educational services of 
classes, meetings, and recreational ac- 
tivities. Highlander’s own homework 
is its service to the community, the 
circulation of its library, its nursery 
school and its friendship for the neigh- 
bor folk. Informing, inspiring, and 
demonstrating are continuous and 
e v er-growing processes in one or an- 
other of these fields of usefulness. 
Highlander isn’t much to look at. 
We call ourselves a school, but there 
are no school buildings : only a simple 
frame farm building with a vine-cov- 
crcd stone porch, a gate that closes 
with a rock weight looped on a chain, 




F 




oaks and (log-woods and one hazelnut 
tree in the yard, and a cornfield at our 
back, beyond the well-house and the 
blacksmith shed. There are Hoboken, 
the cow, whose bell keeps track of no 
time at all, and chickens, and two 
sturdy dogs. The surrounding coun- 
try is beautiful. The Tennessee moun- 
tains are all the campus there is, and 
the curriculum is likely to include 
picnics at Eagle's cliff, swimming at 
Deerlick Falls, and bonfires and sun- 
sets on the bluff. One might wonder 
what sort of a school there could be in 
this quiet spot. 

Highlander’s work is exciting, in 
the same way that the idea of our 
own country and our people, still 
growing into democratic ways, is ex- 
citing. Highlander is a part of that 
growth. The labor movement is no 
place for “movie" emotions ; its excite- 
ment doesn’t mean mountain moon- 
shiners holding shotguns over quaint 
little vine-covered stills, with corn- 
cobs about, and other literary acces- 
sories. There is an excitement that 
comes from seeing hope in the very 
strongest part of our country, its 
great mass of working people. It is 
their strength that may yet see us 
safely through a period of such crises 
as face us in today's headlines. If 
their strength is not to be warped to 
work for an hysterical Coughlin or 
any other Fiihrer, they must be equip- 
ped with knowledge of their world. 

There is hope in the people who 
pass through Highlander — not that 
they would put it in such general 
terms. They come to learn specific, 
immediate things concerned with 
building their organizations. Men and 
women here find out about the world 
they have been working too hard to 
investigate, working too long hours 
for too low pay. Some of the students 
have not gone past the second grade; 



the average have had seven years of 
schooling. Their unions have made 
them want to ask a lot of questions, 
and they want to find out how T to build 
those unions, as their contribution to 
democratic Jiving. They come to help 
solve that number one problem, the 
South, for themselves and for the rest 
of us. 

Students are the most important 
part of any school, from Vassar's 
“community of scholars" to a south- 
ern labor school. The program here is 
built around the resident students. 
Last term there were unusually, few', 
only seventeen (usually about tw’enty- 
eight attend), representing seven in- 
ternational unions, an independent 
artists 7 union, two 1 colleges, and the 
Young Women's Christian Associa- 
tion. Only those endorsed by their 
union or cooperative or other organ- 
ization are accepted as regular stu- 
dents. This assures that they will have 
a sphere of action to put their educa- 
tion to work in. Highlander students 
go back to the labor movement as re- 
sponsible, informed people, active 
union members, officers and organiz- 
ers, members of educational and cul- 
tural committees, teachers in labor 
schools, leaders of cooperatives, farm 
organizations and community life. 

In many w r ays the classes them- 
selves are unique. They arc compos- 
ed of adults wdio have learned a 
good deal from first hand experi- 
ence of what they are studying. Union 
Problems class, for instance, is one 
to which the students bring as text- 
books themselves and their every- 
day difficulties. Economics class, usu- 
ally called “how we make our living," 
takes up day to day problems and 
gives them a broader interpretation. 
The school offers no pat solutions, no 
ready-made doctrines to answer the 
difficult questions discussed, since they 
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A Good School Under Fire 



/'■'\ne of our favorite educational institutions in the 
W whole United States is the Highlander Folk 
School at Monteagle, Tennessee. Highlander is a labor 
school} its chief purpose is to take promising trade- 
union members and equip them better to help their 
organizations fight for improved conditions for the 
working man. No student is taken unless he is endorsed 
by a local union. No distinction is made between AFL 
and CIO, both of which cooperate with the school. 

In addition to this primary purpose, the school has 
two others. It attempts to aid the people of the little 
'-"■"".’n't}' where it is located; it conducts a nursery 
school for people nearby and has sponsored several co- 
operative undertakings for them. It also has an exten- 
sion division which does field work of several kinds in 
cities near and far. 

The direct support of labor is indicated by repre- 
sentation on its executive council. This body includes a 
vice-president and another representative of the Arr.srr* 
fan Federation of Hosiery Workers; the Southern 
director of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers; the 
president of the Chattanooga Printing Pressmen, and 
a local secretary from the United Mine Workers. 
Among many labor groups supporting the school is the 
Nashville Trades and Labor Council, AFL. 

The schools has friends in other quarters than the 
organized labor movement. Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
is keenly interested and maintains a scholarship there. 
The benefit this month in the national capital is spon- 
sored by a Justice of the Supreme Court, members of 
the Cabinet and of Congress, a former governor, 
administrators of leading federal agencies, two mem- 
bers of the National Defense Advisory Commission 
and other prominent persons. Mr. J. W. Studebaker, 
Umted States Commissioner of Education, wrote the 
committee on arrangements: “Although I am asked 
every week to lend my name for the sponsorship of 
many undertakings and naturally find it necessary to 
decline, I am willing to be one of the sponsors of your 
benefit.” 



Why do we go into such detail about the support the 
Highlander Folk School receives? Because there has 
been a long continued, vicious campaign in Tennessee 
to destroy this institution. Most of the newspapers of 
the entire surrounding territory have repeatedly lied 
about the school, on such a scale that the falsification 
cannot be attributed to an innocent misunderstanding. 
The charges have been that the school was “commu- 
nistic,” that it was misleading the young people, and 
so on. Dr. James Dombrowski, director of the school, 
has denied all these charges and has indicated his will- 
ingness, if it could be proved that the school is un- 
American or is detrimental to the community and to 
the people it serves, to put an end to its work. Nobody 
has ever brought forward even a fragment of evidence 
that the charges are true. 

Who is behind the attempt to destroy the High- 
lander Folk School? First of all, it is reactionary em- 
ployers throughout the entire South, men who object 
to the school because it trains people to become suc- 
cessful leaders of strong trade unions. Locally, there 
is reason to believe that the Tennessee Consolidated 
Coal Company has had a good deal to do with the 
attack. This company has for years dominated Grundy 
County. In 1938, for the first time, a group of county 
officials were elected who were not subservient to the 
coal company, and the school faculty was active during 
the campaign in support of these candidates. 

A few weeks ago, feeling was stirred up to such a 
pitch that a vigilante group calling themselves the 
Grundy County Crusaders planned to march against 
the school. If this had been done, blood would cer- 
tainly have been shed. At the last minute, the vigilante 
leaders were persuaded instead to confer with the 
school officials. As a result of this five-hour conference, 
the tension was relieved somewhat. But there is danger 
that it will rise again; there are plenty of people in 
Tennessee who don’t want a school that prepares effi- 
cient spokesmen for labor, and will stoop to almost 
anything to destroy it. 
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By CLAUDIA LEWIS 



jLfyuipped With &ak ~Ttee 



Instead of considering her environment in 
a mountain community as a handicap this 
teacher investigates its possibilities and 
makes use of them in developing further 
that ingeniousness which probably will al- 
ways be important to the existence of these 
people. Miss Lewis teaches in the High- 
lander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennes- 
see, and is the author of ” Deep As a Giant” 
published in the March 1938 issue of CHILD- 
HOOD Education. 

I SAW Joedy, a little boy of five in ragged 
overalls and bare feet, stoop down and 
pick up from the ground a forked leafy 
twig that had fallen from the oak tree 
above us. In a twinkling he placed the twig 
on his neck so that the luxuriant leaves 
clustered over his head and down his back. 
Was it Joedy or a horse standing before 
me? Without a word the transformation 
had taken place. As soon as the boy was 
encased in his glorious mane he began to 
stamp his feet, even his face took on a 
horsey expression, and he was off, gallop- 
ing across the field. 

All of the children were playing horse 
in some fashion. Earlier that morning we 
had been over to pick carrots in our school 
garden. On the way back we had to go 
through a field of old brittle cornstalks. 
So, naturally, when we reached the end 
of the field, every child was astride a corn- 
stalk horse. These broke very easily, but 
were substantial enough for a morning of 
fun, and the supply was endless. 

More permanent was the tree horse in 
the grove at the corner of the school yard. 



This was just a low branch with a fine 
resilient bounce. A piece of burlap thrown 
over it for a saddle and presto! this was 
a horse, too. 

It is a lucky thing, I have often thought, 
that here in the southern mountains it is 
warm enough to have our school outdoors 
six or seven months out of the year. It is 
lucky, too, that we are in a rural commun- 
ity where we have plenty of cornstalks and 
trees and spacious fields. For there is prac- 
tically no money for this little community 
nursery school operated with the help of 
the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, 
Tennessee. And even if there were money, 
I question whether or not it should be spent 
on expensive, ideal nursery school equip- 
ment. Should Billy be given a little wood- 
en Kraft cheese box to break up when 
his own father painstakingly makes novel 
cigarette cases out of these very boxes, in 
the hope of earning a little money to sup- 
port his family of six? Should I even give 
the children those bright net bags that 
oranges come in, when some families are 
glad to have them to tack over their win- 
dows as screens? I did furnish small scraps 
of good cloth for doll dresses until some 
of the mothers, visiting one day, saw the 
nice broadcloth pieces and remarked that 
they would make such pretty collars and 
cuffs for children’s dresses. 

We Look for Things to Use 

The story of this Summerfield Nursery 
School, situated in one of the most poverty- 
stricken areas in our country, has been the 
story of the search for adequate play equip- 
ment in what grew around us, or in what 
could be secured at no cost. 




It has not been too difficul( search, 
because to a child a cornstalk k seldom 
just a cornstalk. More often than not it 
has been a child rather than myself, the 
teacher, who has discovered the uses of 
grass and acorns and odds and ends. It 
was Carl who picked up some old pieces 
of tin and asked me to tie them around 
his neck so that they would jingle like a 
cow bell. It was Grant who, after building 
a barn of blocks indoors one day, skipped 
out into the yard for a moment, returning 
with small bundles of dried grass for hay. 
It was Willie Mae who first went gather- 
ing weeds for "greens” to cook in her play- 
house, and who made "tea” with oak 
leaves. Nor should I omit to mention that 
it was a farher who brought us a doll made 
of the tops of coca cola bottles strung to- 
gether on wires. Some of these mountain 
people are very ingenious — are forced to 
become so. I wonder if the experience 
these nursery school children are having 
in using what is in their environment, in 
making something out of nothing, may 
help ro foster this ingeniousness. 

What are some of the other "nothings” 
that can be used? The grocery stores in 
the town two miles away have given us a 
generous supply of orange crates for play- 
ing house and barn and train. Before we 
had these, we found that an old bench 
turned upside down made a fine train. And 
for a house the little girls were quite sat- 
isfied to outline a little area with sticks, 
then fill it with tables and stools that were 
really little stumps, and dishes that were 
old mason jar lids, too bent for real use. 
Tin cans (with the tops cut out carefully) 
have always been fine for pails and pitch- 
ers. A coffee can with a stick placed 
through a hole punched in the lid is, of 
course, a churn. 

There are plenty of things to "cook” 
besides leaves. What about pretty little 
white pebbles? What about toadstools and 
berries, and those fruits called "mock 



oranges” in our part of the cou < • which 
look very appetizing but are fk actually 
edible. And acorns — 

Acorns need a chapter by themselves. 
We have used them as children in many 
city schools use boxes of colored cubes, 
as coal to haul around in small trucks, or 
if you have an apple truck, acorns can be 
the apples. They can be potatoes, ice, or 
meat- — anything you need for your truck. 
We keep great boxes full of them on our 
shelves. Shiny brown, smooth to touch, 
the children love them. Outdoors in the 
early spring we "plant” hundreds of baby 
oaks, and all year long set our tables with 
acorn cups. 

I even made toy chickens out of acorns 
for the children, by driving two small 
sticks in for legs and one for a tail (which 
lends support and enables the "chicken” 
to stand.) Then, too, acorns can be used 
for all kinds of counting games. Why, any- 
one could start a school under an oak tree! 

We made potato toys, too; the potato 
hogs were especially effective. The little 
sixreen -year-old mountain girl, Dorothy, 
who was my volunteer assistant for 
months, brought in one day a whole fam- 
ily of cornstalk dolls she had made, in- 
cluding a cornstalk horse. These proved 
to be not durable enough for children of 
preschool age, but I should think they 
would have great possibilities for children 
a little older. 

We Paint and Make Music 

Dorothy also brought us some "orange 
paint” one day to supplement our small 
supply of watercolors. "Did you really 
make this, Dorothy?” I asked. 

"Yes’m, I made it from a root that 
grows on the side of the mountain. I 
don't know the name of it. People use it 
to stain wood, and it makes a right pretty 
stain.” 

This became the childrens favorite 
paint — until the pokeberry season. Then 





their social and economic problems. 

Josephine Roche, in the Alumnae 
Magazine for October, says that 
“Only as the men and women of labor 
acquire a secure status as citizens of 
industry can they effectively meet 
their responsibilities and exercise their 
rights as citizens of a self-governing 
democracy.” As a labor school, and as 
an adjunct to the progressive move- 
ment in the south. Highlander is train- 
ing leaders who will bring about that 
industrial democracy so fundamental 
to the health of the whole nation. The 



school believes that the object of edu- 
cation is action; it advocates that de- 
cisions reached by serious study and 
discussion be acted upon. We are in- 
terested in working people primarily, 
because they are the largest, neediest 
vital group in our population. They 
are the majority. Labor unions have 
become their most effective means of 
cooperative action. Highlander Folk 
School undertakes to serve the labor 
movement with education, that will 
inform, inspire, and demonstrate, in 
democratic action. 



* Study made by a local public welfare official in 1938. 

f In the 1930 census, most of the population of 9,719 are classified as rural non-farming. 
The WPA wages last year were $25 a month; this meant less than a nicVel a meat lor 
each member of a family of six, provided *very cent went for food. The average fam- 
ily saw less than $150 in cash in a year. 
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EDWIN b/schuLTZ, formerly of 99 Claremont 
. presently residing at 19 South La Salle SJjrdet, 

I Chicago, m.) JR, T. files reveal tha£*-Cfiarles 
l Webber represented th e44tethodlst Federation for 
1 finM »i the ^rhird Congress of tie 

American League against var and f aciam that met 
in Cleveland, Ohio, 1/3-5/36, Highlander Folk 
School/ Robert Mar shall Founda tion, ETHE l/CLTIB, / nn 
nSOAR/APPRT. and JOTw/u VMOlin . iMWBWIM'V >:L> 
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The reference report requested that a -check be made 
to determine the character and reputation of the 
SCHULTZ family, who resided at 99 Claremont Street* 
This address is known as Me Guff era Hall, a dormitory that 
accommodates married couples and single girls who are in 
attendance at Union Theological Seminary, whidh'is located 
within one block of the dormitory, namely, Broadway at 120th 
Street, It was learned through the superintendent and 
janitor of the dormitory that no one by the name of SCHULTZ 
was residing at the above address at the present time, and to 
the best of their knowledge there had been no one by the name 
of SCHULTZ during the past* three years, which ia the time that 
each have been employed in their respective positions* 
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The writer wade Inquiry at the registrar’* office at 
Union Theological Seminary, Broadway at 120th Street, where a 
record of all students is maintained# The records reflected, 
that ELttiN B* SCHULTZ left the college in 1931> partially grad- J 
uating therefrom, and he and his wife, ANNA L* SCHULTZ, resided 
at 99 Claremont Street while he was in attendance at the univer- . 
sity. The forwarding address given on the record is 19 South 
La Salle Street, Chicago, I llin ois, aid all mail each as school 
literature had been forwarded to this address, which apparently 
reached him as none had been returned# 

i 

Undeveloped leads were set out in reference report to 
check the character and reputation of various individuals who 
maintained bank accounts at various banks in New Tork City, who 
had made contributions to the Highlander Folk School# The file 
Indices of the New Tork Field Division did not reveal that there 
had ever been any extensive Investigation of any of the individ- 
uals mentioned in the reference report, but all the information 
in the New Tork files will be referred to in this report# 




A memorandum dated April 23, 1937, New Tork file number 
61-506, reflected that Hrs. CLYDE participated in the student 
strike against war which was staged throughout the United States 
April 22, 1937# The name of Mrs# ETHEL CLIDE is listed as one 
of the nineteen man bars of the Advisory Board of the American 
Student Union# 
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JERRI O’CONNEL 
RAPHAEL ZON 
GORDON JACKSON 
GEORGE MARSHALL 
HEBER BLANKENBCRN. 



No address was given aa to where the Foundation' might 
be located. It is presumed that GEORGE MARSHALL is connected in 
some capacity with the Foundation* 
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MEMORANDUM FOR UR, T OLSON 




Mr. NMR 



V*fn 



connection with the Director's address at * 
JjiSewanee, on June 9 , I believe it night bfa well for him 
' to be acquainted with the nature of t he .Hi ohlander 
Folk So hop J. and a memorandum concerning same is attached • 



HIM I 
MIm i 



t 



i 



' This school is very well known in that Section of / . 

Tennessee and is heartily condemned because of its Communis tic ll 
affiliations by all of the good citizens , It is probable >that\ 
someone may mention this school to the Director and expeef him 
to have some knowledge of it. 



Respectfully t 




R , C . Hendon 
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MEMORANDUM 



June 6, 1941 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



In view of numerous complaints received in the 
Knoxville Office of the Bureau concerning Communist 
activities at the Highlander Folk School , an investigation 
is now being made by that Office concerning the School and 
its personnel. 

It has been learned that the School was organised 
during 1932 on ground donated by Dr. Lillian Wr~j6hn~son, 
who presently lives in DeLand, Florida. Jfiles&forton and 
Jame §+J)ombrowski are believed to have been the active 
organisers of the School. Dr. Johnson donated the land 
because she believed the School would benefit the local 
i nhabi tants. 



The Highlander Folk School is a labor institution 
and received its charter from the State of Tennessee on 
January 31, 1934. The School was chartered by Miles Horton, 
LlisabetfrrHawes, James Dombrowski , Ruper-Fytampton and Malcolm 
sholm. 

T he School i^s locat ed in Grundy County, Tennessee, 
about two roTies north o f~Monteanle . Tennessee, on State Road 
56 going toward Tracy cTTy^ Yennessee\ JTiis section of the 
State of Tennessee is mountainous and heavily wooded. 
M onteagle^ Te n nessee^ i_s from three to five mile s northeast 
of Sewanee . which means that the Hiahlander FoDTUcKodl is 



approximately seven miles from Sewanee 



Miles Horton, Director of Education at the Highlander 
Folk School, is the one whose name is most often mentioned as 
being the leader of the School 



ureavs investigation 



davits were obtained 
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a letter addressed by Tennessee 

to 

Sweetwater , Tennessee , doted November 16, 1940 , it is stated 
that Dombrowski reportedly signed a bulletin issued by the 
Revolutionary Policy Committee of the So ciali st Party in 1934 
stating they would ” make every effort to promote the world 
revolution and to secure Governmental power for the vi ctori ous 
revolution by arming the workers and by preparing the working 
class to turn imperialist war into class war 

Elizabeth Da$*~#awes, better known as Zi llasfiawes, 
has been active as a teacher at the School from its beginning 
and is reported to have been especially 'strong in her teaching 
of Communistic principles and how they can be used in labor 
anitati on. The reports in the Bureau's files indicate that 
the residents of Grundy County are on the whole very much 
opposed to the School. It appears that the officials of the 
School have caused considerable agitation among the VPA 
workers and other laborers in the County. 

The Highlander Folk School has been successful in 
obtaining the permi ssi on of many important persons to use 
their names as sponsors of the School, itself, or some of its 
activities. The most important name from the standpoint of 
publi city is that of Eleanor Roosevelt. Sponsorship of John 
L. Lewis and others have also been obtained . 

In a letter dated January 4, 1941, to the Editor of 
the Reader’s Digest, James Dombrowski mentioned the oppositi on 
to his School by ” the Grundy County Crusaders.” He pointed out 
that the battle with the Crusaders was absorbing much of the 
time and resources of the School and it was necessary to secure 
the support of new friends if they were to carry on. He pointed 
out that their danger reflected the mounting danger to organised 
labor. 



o.iat when o7m?eris' ComMitte^ofGrun^ County threatened 
y. '/ . y to burn the School in November, 1940, the School put all of its 
Communist literature and other matter which it did not wish to 
be found on the property in a large paper box and one 
an admitted Communi st, hauled the box from the Schdol and hid 
it in the home of one Rosenthal in Chattanooga. Rd.senthal is 
a known Communist and is reported to be the individual maintain- 
ing the records of the Communist Party for Chattanooga. 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



has no record in this office as being 
involved in Comaunlstle or other subversive 
activities. 
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Report of Ipecial Agent 
Tennessee, June 1, 1941." 

AT PITTSBOBOH, PSBH3YLVAHIA 



Knoxville, 
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The files of the Pittsburgh Office failed to reflect thatz 
is Involved in Communistic activities. His name has nefjar appeared 
In Ibo investigations of Communistic groups. •“V:. 
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No record in New Haven files /// 

being con- 
nected with any Camministic groups* 

hcL ” c - 

Report of Special Agent Knoxville, Tenn. , date 

iXu)6 1| 1941* 

A check of the indexes of the New Haven Field 
D ivision reflects th at there is no record on file of either 

Island , Nearwater Lane, Norotcn 
Conn., or Darien, -Conn., as being 

connected with any Ccsmunist Brauns. -r~. 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL to 
U. K* W,, Charleston, West Virginia, determined 
to bo addroBS of District 50, Chemical Division, 

twt.d un. worker, of j-wiwi.- L INFORMATION CONTAIN 
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Rsport of Special Agent 
Tennessee, June 1, I 9 I 4 I, 

AT HUNTINGTON, VEST VIRGINIA 
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the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL to De M, W, 
Office b were requested to furnish any i 
on Communist or subversive activities# 



— 7 Cap itol Street, Char le ston, W,Va* 

Offioes were requested to furnish any information contained in their fills 



An examination of the telephone directory for the State of West 
Virginia reflected that the United Mine Workers of America, District # 50 , 
Chemioal Division, were listed as having offices in the Fleetwood Hotel, 
Charleston, Wsst Virginia, A further cheek refleeted tha 



la looated at 217 C*p itol Stree 
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known to the Indianapolis 
Field Division to have be?n CIO leader of the 



. . International Harvester Company strike at Richmond 

I I KNFflRMATIflN FHNTAINFD Indiana, durine March. 1941. * 
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in Indianapolis file entitled "International 
Harvester Company# Richmond, Indiana# Employees 
Strike (2/18/41)". It will be recalled that the 
plant employed about 1300 persons and that ihe 
strike was more or less an echo of the strike at 
larger International Harvester Plants in Chicago 
and elsewhere. The strike was called by the 
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Farm Equipment Workers Organiza tion Committee of the CIO# 

CIO Union at the International pl an t 
chmond, Indiana# The strike lasted from approximately February 
17* to the 28th, 1941, at whioh latter time ihe employees agreed to 
return pending outcome of a hearing before a federal mediation board# 

A number of arrests were made during a free for all fight while the strike 
was in progres s# The files o f the Indianapolis Field Division contain 
no history of no information to indioate that he 

may be connected with any Communistic organization# 
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I American Guardian newspaper is published 
by ihe'Xeader-ft'ess which is owned by 
rO'-CARl AMERIN GER, vwho is well known in 
T^5nnaarti«t^cifcles • He has been identified 
with the Communist Party for many years 
and publishes a good deal of Communistic 
propaganda. < Indices ref 
of 
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Report of Special Agent 

Knoxville, Tennessee, 6-1-41. INFORMATION QPNMINED 
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The indices of the Oklahoma City Field/ Jivis ion h'avefoeeiLgTLft] 



checked and there is no record of* 



The American Guardian, a newspaper published by the L&der 

Press which is owned by OSCAR AME RINGER, is located at 17 West Srd 

Street, Oklahoma City. Oklahoma . 






* Information in this file is to the effect that OSCAR At£§R- 

INGER is the President of the Leader Press, hiw wife, FRIEDA, 

Vice President, and his son, SEIGFRIED, is also active in the fcompan 
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AMERDJGER is known to be active in Communist affairs in this city 
and an old-time Socialist* * ' .•» :■'> 




AME RINGER was on the sponsor Uoranittee 
LOirne loll owing organisations t Mobilization for Peace, Student 
Conference for Constitutional Rights and Southwest Writers 1 Con- 
ference* In December, 1940, he spoke before the Oklahoma Tooth 
Legislature Unincorporated on Peace* On January 7, 1941, a 
publication put out by the Oklahoma Committee to Defend Political 
Prisoners carried an article by OSCAR AJffiRINGER against book 
burning. This was a satiric article and mentioned prominently 
the trials of several Communists in Oklahoma County on charges 
of Criminal Syndicalism. The editor of 'this publication is 
the wife of one of those who has been sentenced to ten years on 
Criminal Syndicalism charges and she, herself, has recently been 
sentenced to ten years on the same charge. AME RINGER* s Leader 
Press has printed a number of Communistic articles, pamphlets 
and booklets. He once wrote a book with a forward by Carl - 
Sandberg and in December, 1940, charged that the New Deal was 
leading us into war. . 

advised that AMSRINGER was 

one of the leading Communists in Oklahoma ^ity and had been 
connected with the Communist Party for many years. 
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